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RESIGNATION OF RFA DIRECTOR

Susan Rogers Clement, of Swansea, MA, has re-
signed as Director of RFA. Sue has been active in
many positions in RFA, beginning in early 1980s.
She will continue as coordinator of the Electious line.

RFA OFFICERS FOR 2005

There will not be an election this year.

RFA is very fortunate that three people volun-
teered to take the positions as directors, and one
person volunteered to retain her present position as
treasurer.

The remaining officers are willing to serve for
another year.

WELCOME TO NEW DIRECTORS

With much appreciation it is announced that the
following persons will serve as directors of RFA:
Cynthia Nason, William H. Marshall, and Glenn
Reynolds, M.D. Biographies and snapshots are on
next to last page of this issue (page 43).

APOLOGY TO NEW MEMBER

James R. Hull, PhD., PO Box 6215, Mesa AZ 95216,
480-380-8115, (RFA member 3194) was inadvert-
ently omitted in the newsletter appearing after his
registration in 2003. His earliest ancestor appears to
be John Reynolds, father of George Runnells or
Reynolds who m Dorcas Millsaps. Other family
names include Stidham and Houk. Jim’s article on
YDNA appears later in this issue.

FLOOR: (n) The place for storing your priceless
genealogy records. My ancestors must be in a

witness protection program!

33

Early Alabama, Arkansas & Mississippi Settlers,
1700.s-1800.s; Alabama Notes, Vol IV, Family
Records, page 77 Addendum

Dottie Smith, Coordinator of RFA line #22, has
advised: “On page 33 of the May-June RR you have
given information on the will of Benjamin Reynolds
(1806-1889) a descendant of Richard Reynolds of
SC, RFA line #22. Benjamin Reynolds, the son of
William Reynolds (1776-1819) and Sarah Saxby
Adams, was born on Wadmalaw Island SC, married
in 1832 and moved with his wife Hephzibah
Townsend Jenkins, their small son Benjamin and
other relatives to Dallas Co. Alabama in 1835.

Their children were: Benjamin Reynolds Jr. who
married Harriet Sarah ALISON; Sarah Adams
Reynolds (died as an infant); William Saxby
Reynolds who married Susan Caroline DILL; Sarah
Adams Reynolds II who married John H. SHEHEE;
Julia Ella Reynolds; Elizabeth Chaplin Reynolds
(died as an infant); Rosalie Reynolds who married
Benjamin Sims HERRING; Celestine Robertson
Reynolds who never married; Hugh Lee Alison
Reynolds who married Blossie COLLINS; Theodore
Lee Reynolds who died as a young man; Henrietta
Catherine Reynolds who never married. Most of
these people are buried in St. Paul's Episcopal Church
Cemetery, Carlowville, Dallas Co., AL

The grandchildren listed in the will were children
of William Saxby Reynolds and Susan Caroline Dill.

Further information on the eight generations of
this Colonial South Carolina Reynolds' family can be
found in Descendants of Benjamin Reynolds and
Richard Reynolds of South Carolina, Second Edition,
2000 by Annie Reynolds Day, Dorothy Welch Smith
and Mary Kennedy Reynolds. A copy is owned by
the RFA and I will be glad to do lookups.”

A REYNOLDS STORY
(as told by George [Asa] Edwards & Anna
[Reynolds] Holdbrook)
ADDENDUM, October 1972
Submitted by Louise O’Kennon
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The first reference tg Willigm Reynolds is in the
marriage recards of New Castle Co., Delaware. In
this record, as in all gthers, a middle name of Rabert
is never'ysed. Willigm was first marrjed to Sgrah,
[Willer], March 30, 1811. From the Qelaware
Prohate Record of Sussex Co., June 2, 1794, a Sarah
Willin is mentioned as the third child. The
assumption is that this is the same Sarah.

At the time of this writing no birth date of William
Reynolds [I] has been discovered, [t is surmised that
he was born between 1780 and 1790. The death
certificate of his youngest son Derrickson in 1914
records his [William Robert Reynolds 1 ] birth as
being in France. This indicates that his [William
Robert Reynolds 1] father and mother probably
migrated from Down Co. [Co. Down], Ireland
to France, where William was born, though Down
Co. [Co. Down] as a place of origin has not be
substantiated by records.

His [William Robert Reynolds I ] first Real Estate
conveyance was in 1811 to Jessie Lincoln, as
recorded at New Castle Co., Delaware. He would
necessarily have reached 21 by this time.

We find in the Marrigge Records of Sussex Co.,
Delaware, of his marriage to a second wife, Lydia
Butcher, in c1838. The date is probably 1830, in that
his son [Darickson - this is the spelling on his
tombstone] by this marriage, Derrickson, was born
August 28, 1831. A will of Derrickson Butcher, filed
1839 Sussex Co., Delaware, provides a legacy of
$34.86 to William and his wife Lydia.

The earliest indication of his moving to Ohio is
found in the Historical Hand Atlas of Monroe Co.,
Ohio, where his [William Robert Reynolds I ] name
is mentioned (though spelled William Runnells)
among first members of the Calais Methodist
Episcopal Church, which was organized in 1841.

At the Marietta Court House of Washington Co.,
Lawrence Township (Ohio), the first reference is a
sale of 40 acres located on Baker’s Run, Township
Road 62, to his [William Robert Reynolds I ] son
William B. in April 19, 1844. The deed states his
[William Robert Reynolds I] being from Monroe Co..
When he purchased this property is still being
researched, but may never be found because William
[Robert Reynolds I ] may not have recorded the
deed.
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At the present time, buildings of the old farm still
stand. The house is of hewed log construction and
cut stone foundation. ‘All indications are that it was
built in the 1820’s, though since added on to and
covered with lap siding. Now vacant and
deteriorating rapidly, pictures give a more adequate
description.

Having sold this farm to his [William Robert
Reynolds 1] son William B. (his [William Robert
Reynolds 1 ] wife signed the deed as Lyda) or rather
an x, for neither William nor Lydia could write their
names, he returned to Monroe Co.. Again no record
of purchase is found, probably because of his [
William Robert Reynolds I ] not recording the deed.
However, William [William Robert Reynolds I |,
now with wife‘s name Marth, sold two 40 acre
parcels to Crispen Ogleby, December 5, 1846 for
$500.00.

It is assumed that His second wife Lydia died (she
is buried in Summerfield, Ohio) and he married a
third time to one “Martha”. These properties located
on Co. Road #35 in Seneca Township just south of
Calais, most likely purchased shortly after selling in
1844, in Washington Township. The log house still
stands, consisting of two stories, two rooms down
and two rooms up, with cut stone foundation.
Pictures will more adequately describe the exterior.
No other building exists. A spring across the creek
shows the source of water. A cistern still filled with
water, was probably built in later years.

What became of William Reynolds and Martha?
One can only guess that his age now about 60 years,
prevented him from further work on the farms, that
he either lived with his sons, rented, or died. No
record of where he is buried is found.

Robert Reynolds and wife Susan, William’s
[William Robert Reynolds I ] second son, owned
property from 1847 to 1848 in the town of Calais.
Later he appears in Lawrence Township in
Washington Co. [Ohio] as a tax payer.

In the meantime, Robert Reed and Lucinda
Barnes, married about 1838, also lived in Seneca
Township, Monroe Co.. The Census of 1850 records
his age as 37 and Lucinda as 28. Both were born in
Ohio. Royal O., the first son was born in Ohio in
1839, but Harris and Orison were born in
Pennsylvania. They returned to Ohio about 1845,
lived here until 1854, at which time Lucinda died.
Further research would be necessary to locate where
Robert Reed and Lucinda lived during these years.
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However, in 1855, he [Robert Reed ] married Mariah
Reynolds, youngest daughter of William
[Robert]Reynolds [I]. In 1857, October 26, they
purchased a farm of 51 acres for $1025.00, located in
Seneca Township, west of Calais, about '2 mile on
Route 379. There they lived until 1866, at which
time they sold to Coxen Carpenter for $1600.00.

One can well understand now the circumstances
of Robert Reed marriage to Mariah Reynolds. First
they lived in the same area and were acquainted for
years. Second, Mariah was reaching the age of
twenty six. It is interesting that one child was named
(Royal) after a son of he and his first wife Lucinda.
Perhaps after the age 20 the first Royal O. died and
the second Royal wasn’t born until after 1860. Also,
another son was named Pernal after a brother of
Mariah’s and the second son of William [Robert
Reynolds I ].

After selling their property in Seneca Township,
Monroe Co., they purchased from Mr. Dye over 100
acres for $2000.00 in Lawrence Township,
Washington Co. on Route 26 near Sitka. Here a
daughter named Safronia was born but no records
reveal she died in 1869.

To recapture the events of William [Robert]
Reynolds’ [ I] life, he was born in France of Irish
parents, about 1780 — 1790, came to America and
settled in the State of Delaware where many other
Reynolds families lived. He married Sarah Willer in
1811 and to this union were born William B. in 1812,
Robert, Jane Betsy, Pernal in 1825, and Mariah in
1826.

Before 1830 Sarah died, then in 1830 William
[Robert Reynolds 1] married Lydia Butcher and had
one son Derrickson, born in 1831. It may be
theorized that William migrated to Monroe Co., Ohio
in the Calais area, bringing all his family. Later he
moved to the farm on Baker’s Run in Lawrence
Township, Washington Co., and subsequently sold to
his son William B. April 19, 1844 and then moved
back to Monroe Co.. The incident of William
Harrison breaking a leg at 3 months of age, more
likely occurred on the trip from Monroe Co. to
Washington Co.. William B. Reynolds by himself
never could have made the trip to Ohio before April
19, 1844, purchased the farm from his father, then
returned to Delaware until September of 1844.

The thread of family history must now continue
with the life of William B. Reynolds. We know
where he lived, and that another son Charles was
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born in 1846 and died as an infant. Other children
were Robert William, in 1850, and Joseph P. in
1853, before Rachel died in 1854. On February 21,
1856, William B. Reynolds married Jamima Carcells
[Jemima Carles] to whom four children were born:
Nancy Jane in 1858, Liddy [Lydia Christina], Frank
[Buell], and George. By this time, William B.
Reynolds sold his Baker’s Run farm to his eldest son
and moved to an 80 acre farm off Route 26 along the
Little Muskingum River, an area called Moss Run.
Crossing the ‘creek’ about %2 mile from the Highway
26 on Township Road 584, then proceeding another
Y mile on the “old road” one still can find the celler
hole of the house, and the barn collapsing near by.

On the family history sheet for William Robert
Reynolds I, at the bottom of the page, Royal added:
Migrated from Down Co., Ireland to France then to
Delaware, USA.

This is the end of The Reynolds Story written by
Royal Olin Reynolds who is the great, great grandson
of William Robert Reynolds I. This story was written
by Royal to write down all of the information that he
had collected on our Reynolds family.

I have copied all of this information on the
computer and all information in the brackets [ ] is
what I have found out since I have been doing
research on our Reynolds family. I have changed
nothing in The Reynolds Story by Royal. Royal
wrote the story for his information and I added the
information in the brackets to, perhaps, make the
information clearer for other members of our family
that might not know as much about the early
Reynolds. I am a great, great granddaughter of
William Robert Reynolds I. My grandfather is Frank
Buell Reynolds, the third child of William B.
Reynolds & #2 wife, Jemima Ann (Carles)
Reynolds. My mother is Lois Sylvia (Reynolds)
Stanley. My name is Rosa Louise (Stanley)
O’Kennon, 2204 Haviland Drive, Richmond,
Virginia 23229-3120 telephone number is 1 (804)
270-2465 e-mail address: louise@okennon.com
The date is October 29, 2000.

Benjamin Reynolds and the Fenwick Hall Tract
© By Dorothy Welch Smith

In celebration of the Millennium the Second
Edition of Descendants of Benjamin Reynolds and
Richard Reynolds of South Carolina was published
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by Annie Reynolds Day, Dorothy Welch Smith and
Mary Kennedy Reynolds. This Reynolds family
appeared in the Low Country of South Carolina in St.
Helena’s Parish (Beaufort SC) just previous to 1700.

The first documented account of Richard
Reynolds appears in Governor Mathews’ 1695-1721
record book of “Stocke Marks” (cattle marks) found
in SC Archives, Columbia, SC. One entry reads:
“Feb’ry 5, 1695, This day came Richard Renolt
(Reynolds) — of Fripps Island & recorded his marke
Jfor cows & hoggs as followeth half of Earrs cutt of &
two peases cut out.” Shortly after the publication of
the second edition of the Reynolds’ genealogy new
information, research and further documentation on
this Low Country, SC Colonial, Reynolds family
became available.

Benjamin Reynolds (1750-1826) was not the
Benjamin in the title of the above book who was
most likely his uncle. This earlier Benjamin’s wife
was Mary. The younger Benjamin was this writer’s
“double” GrGrGrGrGrandfather, descending from his
son William as well as his daughter Harriet who
married Joseph Smelie Seabrook. Benjamin
Reynolds was born January 4, 1750 in St. Helena’s
Parish, SC and according to St. Helena’s Parish
records was baptized July 7, 1750. At age 64
Benjamin owned the Fenwick Hall Tract, a large and
historic property in St. John’s Parish, John’s Island
SC, south of Charleston and fronting the Stono River.
Fenwick Hall has been for many years listed on the
National Register of historic properties.

In 1999 Fenwick Hall Tract was sold and
preceding the land development various geological,
archeological, environmental and even genealogical
investigations were conducted by several agencies.
These documents and studies were made available by
this writer’s cousin Edward Jamison Reynolds of Mt
Pleasant, SC. The genealogy of the Reynolds’ family
abstracted here is almost entirely from the Second
Edition of Descendants of Benjamin Reynolds and
Richard Reynolds of South Carolina. The source used
by this writer for much of the material relating to the
details of Benjamin Reynolds’ ownership and the
history of Fenwick Hall comes from Fenwick Hall
Stono River, John’s Island, South Carolina,
Architectural and Historical Documentation. This
comprehensive study was made by Robert P.
Stockton, Architectural and Historical Research
Consultant, Charleston and published in 2002.
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Benjamin Reynolds (1750-1826) was the son of
the first William Reynolds (bef. 1720-1784) of SC
and his second wife Jane (Reynolds) Reynolds (Jane
and William were cousins and her parents were the
earlier Benjamin and Mary Reynolds). A portrait of a
young Benjamin Reynolds, possibly in his early 20’s
or younger, shows light brown hair with fair skin,
blue eyes and wearing a high collared blue-gray top
coat with a white collar, a white shirt with a ruffled
front and white bow tie.

On March 3, 1774 in St. Helena’s Parish,
Benjamin Reynolds married Mrs. Sarah (Chaplin)
Smelie, widow of Edward Smelie who had died in
1771. Sarah was born January 31, 1753 and was
baptized in St. Helena’s Parish September 1, 1754.
She was the daughter of William Chaplin, (another
source says Benjamin Chaplin) and Sarah (Saxby)
Reynolds who was the widow of James Reynolds,
son of the first Richard Reynolds in this same family.
Benjamin Reynolds and Sarah (Chaplin) Smelie had
four children:

1. William, born January 1776, married Sarah
Saxby Adams, lived at “Oak Grove” on Wadmalaw
Island SC and had 11 children. Predeceased his
father. :

2. Harriet who married Joseph Smelie Seabrook
and had seven children before her death when Joseph
married second Martha Sarah (Townsend) Stobo,
widow. They had no children.

3. Eliza who died at age 5.

4. Thomas, living in 1784.

Sarah (Chaplin) Reynolds, wife of Benjamin
Reynolds (1750-1826), died at St. Helena’s Parish
March 16, 1785. Benjamin Reynolds married
second, Anne Smelie, daughter of William Smelie of
Wadmalaw Island SC. They had five children:

5. Mary Young, married Charles Gabriel Capers
and had six children.

6. Elizabeth S., married George Alexander Chisolm
Rivers and had 10 children.

7. Emily Ann, married Joseph Daniel Jenkins and
had seven children.

8. Cornelia, married Benjamin Franklin Scott and
had twelve children.

9. Martha, who may have died in childhood.

First Lt. Benjamin Reynolds served as second in
command in Captain John Jenkins’ Company of
Volunteer Militia in St. Helena’s Parish SC; he also
provided troops with rum, salt and beef.
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Representing St. Helena’s Parish from 1779 to
1791, Senator Reynolds served five terms in the SC
House of Representatives; he represented St. John’s
Colleton, Parish in the house three terms from 1794
to 1813; he was elected to the SC Senate from St.
John’s Colleton in 1818-1825.

Senator Benjamin Reynolds was a delegate to the
convention that wrote the SC Constitution of 1790;
served as a tax inquirer and collector for St. Helena’s
Parish as well as a commissioner to sell Pollawahna
Island as public land. He was listed for jury duty in
the Beaufort District in 1790 and 1791 but did not
attend. It was not unusual for wealthy land owners
living great distances from the Court to pay someone
to serve in their place.

Benjamin Reynolds was a vestryman of St.
Helena’s Parish as well as St. John’s Colleton for
three terms 1812-1829. He bought a church pew in
St. John’s Episcopal Church when it was built in
1817.

Along with his ownership of the Fenwick Hall
Tract, Benjamin Reynolds inherited Reynolds
Hunting Island, 813 acres in St. Helena’s Parish.
Many of the Low Country families owned sea islands
where they and their servants camped, hunted and
fished or sometimes kept cattle. Reynolds Hunting
Island is now owned by the State of South Carolina
and called Hunting Island State Park. In 2003 this
writer visited the park and found it to be a very
beautiful, wild island on the sea. The State of SC has
carefully preserved this well managed park. In 1784
Reynolds purchased property on Hilton Head Island;
in circa 1788 he inherited a plantation on St. Helena
Island and was granted 410 acres on St. Helena
Island. A plantation called “Brailsford” was
mentioned in a codicil to his will as his son-in-law,
Joseph Smelie Seabrook, husband of his oldest
daughter Harriet, had mortgages with Benjamin
Reynolds on “Brailsford” which Reynolds had to
repossess.

On March 1, 1817 Benjamin Reynolds (1750-
1826) purchased from Robert Brown 2,475 acres of
high land and marsh known now as the Fenwick Hall
Tract. Three generations of Fenwick’s were granted
or made purchases which composed the Fenwick
Tract. The father-in-law of the first John Fenwick,
Governor Robert Gibbs in 1702 was the first owner
with a grant of 3,000 acres. John Fenwick, son of an
ancient family in England was the second owner and
is said to have built Fenwick Hall. Edward Fenwick
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Sr. son of John Fenwick, inherited Fenwick Hall and
his son Edward Jr. became the next owner. Some
members of the Fenwick family were sympathetic to
the British during the Revolution and returned to

*England but others fought for the American cause
and during various battles Fenwick Hall was used as
the headquarters for the British and very likely for the
Americans as well.

At the time of Benjamin Reynolds’ purchase this
property had at least one large plantation house, a
well preserved Georgian Palladian brick house, now
called Fenwick Hall and built by the Fenwick family
circa 1730 according to Plantations of the Low
Country by Samuel Gaillard Stoney. When Benjamin
Reynolds lived in the large brick house it was called
“Head Quarters”. Another plantation house on a
marsh island within this tract was known as
“Reynolds” and was built before 1825 the date it
appeared on the Mills Atlas maps

Mr. Stockton’s comprehensive study describes
Fenwick Hall as a two story house on a high
basement, made of Carolina gray brick with orange-
red brick trim and built in the Georgian style with a
hipped roof rising to a platform enclosed by wooden
railing and lattice panels. There are four great
chimneys symmetrically placed and an octagonal
wing built early but perhaps not a part of the original
structure and described as 18 feet wide and 36 feet
deep. Mr. Stockton describes the interior woodwork
as being particularly fine. Carvings, panels and
moldings were done in Low Country cypress.
Fretwork was in the Chippendale style and the
mantels throughout were highly decorated in the
Georgian manner. The staircase too, is described as
exceptional. The main house originally had 12
rooms. Two similar built two story out-buildings
flanked the main house and may have been at one
time connected by covered walkways to the main
house. Only one remained and may have been used
as a stable as horses-were an important part of life at
Fenwick Hall.

Edward Fenwick Sr. had a horseracing track at
Fenwick Hall as well as the famous John’s Island
Stud farm where racing horses were imported from
England to breed with local mares. In 1778 his son
Edward Fenwick Jr. advertised an enclosed thousand
acres of savannah grassland and 200 acres of high
ground to keep mares and their foals.

These “inland” islands, such as John’s Island were
surrounded by creeks, rivers and marsh, passage to
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any other place was seldom by land. Plantation
houses on the water, as was Fenwick Hall, depended
on boats for the comings and goings of the family
and visitors as well as commerce. Plantation owners
had small fleets of various kinds of boats to travel the
winding waterways. The side of Fenwick Hall facing
the water was considered the “front entrance” but at
some time a long, double row of oaks were planted
and today they make an impressive entrance by
“land” to the house. In December of 2003 this writer
observed a stone mason repairing the handsome brick
and iron gates at the land entrance to Fenwick Hall.
He explained he had made a mold of the only
remaining large stone finial and was now mounting
in place the identical new ones cast from the mold.

Pictures of Fenwick Hall from the 1920’s and
30’s, show desertion, neglect and vandalism,
however, sturdy brick walls, unaffected by wars or
weather, and with only minor damage from the 1886
earthquake, protected the structure for 200 years until
restoration began in the 1930’s. In 1930-31 Fenwick
Hall owners Mr. and Mrs. Victor Morawetz
employed architects Simons and Lapham, and serious
restoration began. (Mr. Stockton uses the word
“rehabilitation” rather than restoration.) The house
was used as their home and the architects designed a
two-story brick kitchen wing, under this wing was a
dairy. Care was taken to restore the house using fine
Georgian design.

In the 1970’s another owner began subdividing
the Fenwick Hall Tract and by the 1980°s Fenwick
Hall and its grounds and out buildings became a
private hospital for alcoholics. In 1999 the property
was developed with houses and apartments except for
the approximately 80 acres where Fenwick Hall and
its out buildings were located. Presently it is in the
hands of concerned and dedicated owners who are
taking great care in its restoration and preservation.
Benjamin Reynolds’ 2,475 acres have been reduced
to 80 and life moves on in the Low Country where
great houses are still loved and respected.

Benjamin Reynolds died at age 77, Thursday,
June 29, 1826 at “The Rocks” according to the
Charleston Mercury. “The Rocks” was the name of a
house owned by the Jenkins family as well as a name
sometimes used to refer to Rockville on nearby
Wadmalaw Island, a small village where planters
built their summer houses. In his will he left his
plantation Headquarters to be divided between
Cornelia (Reynolds) Scott and Emily (Reynolds)

Reynolds Recollections

38

July - August 2004

Jenkins, daughters by his wife Anne Smelie. His
oldest son William, and no doubt some of his other
children, had predeceased him. He gave his son
William’s portrait to his grandson Benjamin and his
case of pistols to his son-in- law. Along with many
other possessions the inventory of his personal
property included a spy glass and a guitar. One can
imagine he used the “spy glass” when he climbed to
the roof top platform of Fenwick Hall to view his
2,475 acres. '
After his death he was buried in the oak-shaded
and moss-draped churchyard of St. John’s Episcopal
Church, John’s Island SC. Because of wars or
weather his tombstone had fallen and disappeared
and in the late 1960’s or early 70’s a descendant,
unable to find the original stone, erected a stone in
his memory. In October 1999, after a long dry
season followed by many heavy rains his original
stone, long covered by grass and brush, emerged.
This writer visited St. John’s in 2003 and the original
marble stone was as perfect as when it was first
carved by the tombstone carver, J. White, although
missing its base. Apparently being covered by earth
and grass had protected it from years of wear and
man made pollution. The stone reads: “Sacred to the
memory of Mr. Benjamin Reynolds who departed this
life on the 28" June 1826 in the 76" year of his age.”
Perhaps Senator Benjamin Reynolds is the only man
buried in St. John’s to have two stones!
Dottie Smith, GardenDot(@aol.com, January 2003

OVER COMING OUR DEAD ENDS
By James Reynolds Hull

Genealogy has been given a new birth with Y-
DNA testing. Family historians want compelling
reasons how genetic genealogy will help them with
their family research. Knowing up front that there is
the potential to (1) find out more about their ances-
tors through the identification of common ancestors
and (2) find out more about the country of origin for
their ancestors is important.

Most—who pay for a DNA test—don’t know an
allele from a fly swatter! However, all recognize that
it can save them time and money. To me, nothing
could be worse than to waste years of research on the
wrong Reynolds line, or worse yet to not realize it.

There is nothing tricky about DNA testing. A
section of the Y-chromosome is passed from father to
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son, virtually unchanged from one generation to the
next. Y-DNA test results by themselves will most
assuredly NOT identify any common ancestor, or
anything about him as a person, or about his relation
to any other person.

With the assistance of Family Tree DNA (the lab),
the DNA of a Reynolds male line descendant is com-
pared to other Reynolds male line descendants. This
is done by genetic markers (a series of numbers) that
are reconstructed to identify a particular lineage.

The Reynolds DNA markers shown at the web-
site - www.reynoldsdna.com - may appear to be ire-
levant and impersonal for someone in the traditional
genealogical sense. However, those who accept the
potential that DNA has to offer welcome the antici-
pation, excitement and challenges the results show
for their Reynolds line and their Reynolds genetic
cousins.

I must argue that if all you have are census records
and baptismal confirmations and wills— then you
really know nothing about your Reynolds biological
descent. Traditional genealogy should include genetic
genealogy. This means that you are taking scientific
steps with a Y-DNA test to prove what you think is
the case and is not purely the results of circumstantial
and coincidental evidence only.

It is understandable that if you are using a Y-DNA
test to further your family history with names, dates,
and places, then the term Most Recent Common
Ancestor (MRCA) is largely irrelevant. Personally, I
don’t find it useful to know I share an ancestor with
someone, somewhere from 16 to 60 generations ago.

However, what I think is ingenious is to take an
unknown line and compare it to a hard-and-fast line,
which has been extended one or several generations.
Then you can YDNA test and that will tell you how
likely it is that your line comes from the hard-and fast
line. That will prevent spending a lot of time looking
at the wrong line. So, in this way you are benefiting
yourself, as well as another Reynolds family.

If you have copious genealogical data to prove all
but one link in a chain of descent, you might find that
the DNA evidence will tip the balance of
"preponderance of evidence" in favor of that one
elusive link. ’

Keep in mind that the only thing a Y-DNA test
can hope to show is that you and certain other living
persons share a common male-line ancestor at some
point in the past. For the majority, simply sharing a
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male-line ancestor is enough. You cannot arrive at
any conclusions whatsoever from Y-DNA data,
except to confirm or deny the possibility of a com-
mon ancestor, as expressed by MRCA calculations—
anything more that that is a misleading notion.

Quite often, I am asked if Y-DNA testing used for
genealogy is the same testing used by law-enforce-
ment, or for medical purposes. DNA testing for
genealogical purposes and those employed by law-
enforcement and others is much different. Where the
objective of DNA testing for law enforcement is to
seek unique locations in autosomal DNA—
combination of an YDNA/father and mtDNA/mother
— the objective of Y-DNA testing for genealogy is to
test locations that are not unique to individuals but to
a lineage.

A mother’s mtDNA is passed to both her sons and
daughters, but only daughters pass on the mtDNA.
Thus, those who share common female results cannot
be identified as individuals. In other words, a Y-DNA
test identifies a Reynolds lineage and not individuals.

The objective of genetic genealogy is to find all
those who match and, therefore, have a common
ancestor. For those of you who wonder if you are
related to a particular Reynolds line, a YDNA
comparison can help to investigate that possibility. In
any case, it should be clear that some conventional
genealogy research is needed in order to get the most
out of the any DNA results.

Family Tree DNA frequently presents case studies
that are intended to clarify concerns and miscon-
ceptions of those considering Y-DNA testing. One
such question is: Does one need a living male
ancestor in order to research the male line? My father
is dead and so is my mother. — The recommenda-
tion—a living direct descent male is required. Even
though your father is dead, perhaps you have
brothers, or your father had brothers who are either
living or have male descendents.

If the answer is no for both of these situations,
then you continue researching your family tree back
in time, looking for direct descent males. For
example, perhaps your grandfather had brothers, and
one or more of those brothers have male descendents
today.

If no direct descent males exist today that are
descendents of your grandfather, then you go back
another generation. Did your great-grandfather have
brothers, and do any of these brothers have direct
descent male descendents today?
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Once you identify that an ancestor had brothers,
you will need to trace the brother's descendents
forward to today. You can utilize your genealogy
skills to trace the branch forward. Once you find a
direct descent male for your family tree, you are
ready to proceed.

YDNA testing does not require higher education
to understand, or to appreciate, its utility. It’s neither
witchcraft, nor hocus-pocus! It will not cause your
medical insurance to be dropped, or generate a visit
from the local law enforcement. The next time you
find yourself in a DNA yes vs. no debate, ask
yourself if you are really talking about DNA testing
or yourself. Are you denying your Reynolds
ancestors and others their place in history? When a
surname matches and the YDNA matches, then we
know at some point the MRCA is affected. You can
take that to the bank!

It is possible through the techniques of genetic
genealogy to correct certain misconceptions and to
make right the inconsistencies of traditional
genealogy research. Where there is a lack of records,
incorrect records, and/or conflicting records, Y-DNA
testing could give your family history a jump-start!

I encourage all Reynolds descendants to start
networking with other researchers to see how Y-
DNA testing can work for them to solve their
genealogy mysteries. Shouldn’t we be working
together to overcome our genealogical dead-ends?

[RFA as an organization takes no position in the
DNA debate. If you wish more information on this
subject, please contact Jim: James Reynolds Hull,
PhD, Administrator, Reynolds DNA Project, P.O
Box 6215, Mesa AZ 85216-6215. Tel. No: 480 380-

8115. E-mail: azjrh@msn.com]

FROM MY FILES
Submitted by Leslie Reynolds, Barry IL

My earliest proven Reynolds is Hugh Reynolds
1755-1832, who was recently verified by the
Daughters of the American Revolution as a patriot in
the Revolution from North Carolina.

Notes on the heirs of John Reynolds: Sarah
Pinkerton is the granddaughter of John Reynolds —
she is getting her deceased mother’s share. Her
husband James is the Uncle of James Pinkerton, who
married Jane Reynolds, one of John’s older
daughters. James Reynolds m. Hetta; Hugh A.
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Reynolds m Amelia; Dovey E. Reynolds m. Ira D.
Campbell; Everline Reynolds m. James Campbell;
John W. Reynolds m. Jane Cambell; Jane Reynolds
m James Pinkerton; Mary Reynolds m. Rickey
Campbell; and Sarah Speaks m. James Pinkerton.

John Reynolds: State of IL — Warren Co.. As in
Co. Court of Warren Co., at April Term A.D., 1864.
Thomas S. John McClanahan, Administrator of the
Estate of John Reynolds, dec’d. vs. James Reynolds,
Hetta Reynolds, Hugh A. Reynolds, Amelia
Reynolds, Ira D. Campbell, Dovey E. Campbell,
James Campbell, Everline Campbell, John W.
Reynolds, Jane Reynolds, James Pinkerton, Jane
Pinkerton, Richey Campbell, Mary Campbell, James
Pinkerton and Sara Pinkerton. By virtue of an order
an decree of the Co. Court of Warren, State of IL,
trade on the petition of the undersigned administrator
of the estate of John Reynolds, deceased, for leave to
sell the real estate of said deceased, at the last April
term of said Court, to wit: on the 18" day of April,
A.D., 1864, I shall on the 1* day of July, A.D., 1864
between the hours of 9 o’clock a.m., and four o’clock
p.m., of said day, sell at public sale, the following
described real estate, to wit: Eighty-six and sixty-six
one hundredth (86-66/100) acres of land north side of
the south east quarter of section ten (10) in township
eleven (11) north of range three (3) west of the fourth
principal meridian in said Co. of Warren end [sic]
State of IL. Said Sale to be made at the dwelling
house at said premises above decreed, on the ‘
following terms, to wit: One half (1/2) cash, and one
half (1/2) in nine months, the purchaser thereof to
give approved security and a mortgage on premises
held to secure the payment of the purchase money.

John Wilson Reynolds, Monmouth Review
Atlas, Monmouth IL, 9 Aug 1909: John Wilson
Reynolds died Saturday evening, after reaching
advanced age. The funeral is tomorrow. The deceased
was nearly 91 years old, had lived in IL since 1836.
Death has removed another one of the pioneers of
Warren Co.. After nearly reaching the exceptional
age of 91 years of age, John Wilson Reynolds passed
away Saturday evening at 7:45 at the home of his son
J.W. Reynolds, Jr., who resides seven miles north of
the city. Mr. Reynolds had been in failing health for a
number of years, due to his extreme age. For the past
ten days, however, his condition was much worse and
the end was not expected. Death was due merely to
the infirmities incident to old age. The deceased was
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born 17 Aug 1818 at Statesville, NC, being the son of
John G. and Jane (Millegan) Reynolds, who were of
Scotch (sic) decent. As early as 1829 Mr. Reynolds
moved with his family to IN, when this section was
still a wild state. He settled on a farm in Sugar Tree
Grove neighborhood where he resided until six years
ago, after which time he made his home with his son
John W. Reynolds, Jr.

On 1 Sep 1846, John W. Reynolds Sr was united
in marriage to Miss Jane Campbell, the ceremony
taking place in Hale township. Mrs. Reynolds was
born in Carroll Co. OH 23 Jun 1826. Ten children
blessed the union, of whom the following are living
(1909): Beveridge of Beklemen NB; William of
Hunieston IA; John W. north of this city; Mrs. Frank
P. Kilgore, Ainsworth IA; Mrs. Sarah Seldon,
Kirkwood; Ritchie of Carrollton IL; Morrow of CO.
Three children have passed away, George W.,
Martha, and Walker. Mrs. Reynolds died about 9
years ago[this should be 13 years].

Mr. Reynolds was fine type of manhood. For
years he was a faithful member of the United Presby-
terian Church. He lived his religion and during his
long and useful life made a large circle of friends
who will learn of his demise with much regret.
Politically, he was a Republican. He served his
township as School Director and was always inter-
ested in all that made for the bettering humanity.

Reuben Reynolds, Colonel, aged 90 years. Died
20 Oct 1903 at his home on East Front St., Statesville
NC. Born 24 Dec 1813 at what is now Davis’
Sulphur Springs near Hiddenite, Alexander Co. His
father, Hugh Reynolds was a native of Ireland and
fought in the Revolutionary War. Shortly after, Col.
Reynolds, his father moved 2 miles northwest of
Statesville and in 1827 moved to Statesville. In 1845
Col. Reynolds married Miss Laura Sanford, of
Statesville. She lived 3 years after their marriage. By
this union there were 2 children, a son who died
young and a daughter, Mrs. Margaret Cowles. The
deceased’s brother, Hugh Reynolds lived in
Statesville, died many years ago and left no family.
Only survivors are his daughter, Mrs. Cowles and a
grandson, Hugh R. Cowles. Burial was at Oakwood
Cemetery. (Newspaper Death Notices from the
Landmark, Statesville NC 1900-1908 Vol. III.)

John, son of Thomas, the immigrant whom your
relatives claim as the family progenitor, died on
board a ship at age ten.
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THE AMERICAN HOTEL, LIMA NY
Submitted by Norris L. Reynolds

On East Main Street (Routes 5 & 20) and Route
15A in Lima NY stands the American Hotel with a
sign that says “Gandichiragou.” That translates to “at
the form of the trail” and it describes a site that was
destroyed by Denonville’s French army in 1687. The
sign goes on to tell of Father Garnier’s Chapel of St.
Jean, also located at that spot in 1861.

The village of Lima was founded in 1788, and
blacksmith shops on that corner were among the
village’s first buildings. By the early 1800s , a small
tavern had taken their palace and around 1840, the
original Hotel building was erected. Two separate
fires in the 1850s did enough damage to the building
that in 1860, a Mr. Mosley restructured it into the
building that still stands today. For the next 60 years,
the building saw a number of different owners.
Finally in 1920, John Keville Reynolds and Mike
Shanley purchased it.

Reynolds was born in 1873, the 2™ or 3™ born of
15 children. He was born in Corduff in Ireland, in the
Parish of Annaduff, in the Co. of Leitram. Around
the turn of the century, Reynolds decided to come to
America, made his way to NY City, where he worked
for almost 10 years in a restaurant called Shanley’s,
located at 42" St and Broadway.

By 1920, John had saved a tidy sum and decided
to move his wife and four sons out of NYC. He and a
friend (no relation to restaurant owner) came to Lima
and bought the American Hotel . Two years later,
Shanley decided to go back to NYC and Reynolds
bought him out. His family kept the 3™ floor for their
private residence.

John’s descendants have kept the hotel and
restaurant going to date, building a wonderful family
history, not to mention a great menu. The American
Hotel is located at 7304 East Main St, Lima NY and
can be reached at 585-624-9464 if you would like
more information.

Your great grandfather's newspaper obituary states
that he died leaving no issue of record.
The town clerk to whom you wrote for the
information sends you a long handwritten letter
which is totally illegible
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Mr. William H. Marshall

Bill retired in 1990 from the faculty of the University of Wisconsin-Madison where he
was professor of child and family studies for 22 years. He is trained as a developmental
psychologist. His wife was director of libraries at the College of William and Mary; when
she retired 7 years ago. They have lived in Williamsburg since 1986, though he kept on
at Madison for several years. They have two sons and two daughters, all married with
children. They celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary last December. Bill has
someone working on obtaining information about his paternal great grandfather, John
Reynolds of Kentucky.

Ms Cynthia Nason

Cynthia was born at Fort Benning GA and grew up in nearby Phenix City, AL, where her
mother still resides. She was graduated from Auburn University, Auburn, AL, with a
B.A. in Speech Communication (radio, TV, and film). She holds two M.S. degrees. One
is in International Studies, from Troy University-Dothan, Dothan, AL. Her second M.S.
is in Quality Systems Management, from The National Graduate School, Falmouth, MA.
Cynthia has spent 30 years as a civil servant. She has worked at Fort Rucker, AL, for the
past 20 years and resides in Dothan, AL. Cynthia is a descendant of John Reynolds who
settled in Harris County, GA in the 1830s. He was born in 1782 probably in South
Carolina.

Glenn G. Reynolds, M..D.

Dr. Glenn was born to American Missionary parents in India and lived for few years in
now Pakistan. During his graduate medical education at Loma Linda Univ. School of
Medicine he became ill by patient contact from poliomyelitis with paraplegia in 1953. He
has held a private pilot’s license and developed many items of medical equipment for the
disabled. He retired from active medical practice of physical medicine and rehabilitation
in 2001, but continues as a consultant in matters of personal injury and disability. Dr.
Reynolds joined RFA in 1979 and served as RFA president 1990-1994. He is also line
coordinator for his Reynolds line, John and Sarah Reynolds of Watertown MA and
Wethersfield, Stamford and Greenwich CT.
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Documented Early American Reynolds’ Ancestor Lines [American Progenitors]

Code Year Name Line Coordinator

11 1650 John & Ann Holbrook of Weymouth & Stonington CT Sarah Reynolds Young, 2832 Crest Dr., Bakersfield CA 93306

12 1630 Robert & Mary ?? of Boston, MA Dorothy Y. B. Johnson, 62 Danube River Dr.. Cocoa Beach FL

32931

13 1634 William & Alice Kitson of Duxbury MA & Cape Susan E Clement, 19 Hemlock Dr., Swansea MA 02777
Porpoise ME

14 1643 James & Deborah ?? of N Kingstown RI Rosemary Markham, 1996 W 1550N, Provo. UT 84604

15 1650 John & Sarah Backus of Saybrook, Lyme & Norwich, CT VACANT

16 1725 ?Reynolds & ?Crook of Washington Co., MD Kerry E Reynolds, 8403 Whitman Dr., Bethesda MD 20817

17 1622 Christopher & Elizabeth of Isle of Wight VA Sybil ‘Lee’ Taylor, 4004 Javins Dr, Alexandria VA 22310

18 1676 Henry & Prudence Clayton of Lancaster Co. PA Marilyn J Newton, 2240 130" St., Winterset IA 50273

19 1678 Electious & Mary Pease of Salem & Middleboro MA Susan E Clement, 19 Hemlock Dr., Swansea MA 02777

20 1634 John & Sarah ? Watertown MA, Wethersfield & Dr. Glenn G Reynolds, ggreynolds@worldnet.att.net
Stamford CT

21 1682 John & (_ ) of DE VACANT

22 1708 Richard & Mary Capers, Benjamin & Mary (_ ), Dottie Smith, 401 N Peppertree Dr., Vero Beach Fi 32963
William (__ )of St Helen’s Parish SC

23 1700 John & Elizabeth (__) Kent Co De VACANT

24 1635 Katherine Reynolds & Edward Starbuck Dover NH & Joyce Page, 7501 Long Pine Dr., Springfield VA 22151
Nantucket Island

25 Line Not Determined [Stonewallis]

26 1637 Thomas & Mary Isle of Wight VA William L King, 109 Starboard Ct, Montross VA 22520

27 1640 William & Ann Harrison York Co., VA William L King, 109 Starboard Ct, Montross VA 22520

28 1660 John & Naomi Latimer Wethersfield CT Cheryl Reynolds Kenter. 2216 NW Fawn Dr, Blue Spring MO

64015

29 1652 Thomas & Susan Snead York Co., VA Betty Baughman, 3151 Pioneer Ct. Kissimmee FL 34744

30 1784 James & Mary Bannon, Margaret & Andrew Forgey, VACANT
Ellen & ?McDaniel of Co Louth IRE & Knox Co., KY

31 1850 William & Rebecca Tawn Moulton, ENG & Grinnell VACANT
IA :

34 1886 Thomas & Bingham Stuart Scotland & Scranton PA Gerald T Reynolds. 5 Snow Ave., Binghamton NY 13905

35 1703 James & Susanna (__) Reynolds Essex Co., VA William L King, 109 Starboard Ct, Montross VA 22520

36 1829 John & Mary Thornton Ashton Yorkshire, ENG, Susan Reynolds Phaneuf, 5402 King George Ct Perry Hall, MD
Windsor, QUE & Nashua NH 21128
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