John Hughes Reynolds
Mary Turnley Reynolds
Their Family and Their Times

by
A Daughter
Rubyn Reynolds Ogburn

Chicago, Illinois
1949



REYNPLOS - MUGHES - TURBLEY - ISBELL

The Ancestors of
Johr Hugkes Reynclds
ard
#ary Turniey Reynalds

by
& Daughter
futvn Reynolcs Ugbure

Egited and Printed by Palriziz and Fialding Ogburn
Rockville, Maryland
1878



Childeen of lsham Busnels (1/95- |

¥ary Hurmels {1750 ¥

Judiah Haumeeds {1050}

Ishan Bunnels (105418271 w. Ron Hintos {1790- 1082)
Willien Hummels (1759 ¥

Elizabeth Beonels {1761 H

Hlssnah Rusnels {165 H

1

N bdees of Ishes Rusnels

175408201 and fan Hinton {1

Willism Runrels (Reynelds) {170-1828)

@, 1) Honsak Bavion

2} Widow White {Sarab Barion}

Elizabeth Hannals (178010530 », Riliiam Maples
Sarah Ruonels ?il‘iﬁvﬁﬁ?w
Henry Rusnels [1788-1834}
Isham Ruemels {1791-1870) m. Sency Thonpion
Pally Busnels [1793-3805)
Fanpie Busnels {17%-died $nfant}
Alice Bunmels [1797-184%9) w. Dawid Cantrell (1FaS-lasu)
Aone Ruonals (1798-1852) m. Jemes Chesnutt [180]-1868)
flavid Bunnels {1802- !8?&% ®. Sarah Lowderback {1808~ 1864}
Jdang Buneels (1B04-1884) n, Raleigh Uhesnuit [IB0D2-1877)

(17a0- 16281 and Hanmah Bartan

Chlldren of WEllian Reyralds _Barton

Izaac Wilsos Beynplds (WREO-P8S5Y @, Enily Copeland

Marths Repnolds {1812-1893) n, Millism Dosaldson {1799- ¥

Hemry Roynolds (1814618301

Ann Reynodds {1817-1863) o, Themes Chesautt {EB10-1R78)

William Bartom Reyoolds (1820-1900) w, Catherine Jane Haghes {1H2&-1887)

Hartha Aan Reynolds {1844-1884] o, Pever Sarith | ~18h#)
dohn Hughes Heyeolds (3845-1924) . Mary Aon Turnley [1B45-1930)



Children of Ishom Hunsels (1725- |}

Mary Ruemels {8r50- H

Judiab Hammels {1767«

Isham Bunnebs (17541827 s Bem Himtun {1700 a2 )
Willhmn Homels (17%9- :

Elizabeth Rumnels (1761- }

Maanah Rureels (1765 ¥

Childres of Ishan fusmels (1754-18271 and fan Hintos {175%-1842)

Willian Bunnels (Reynolds) {178G-18728)

5. 1} Hanmah Barton

2} didow White {Sarabh Barton)

Elizabeth Runeals {1783-1554) m, William Maplas
Sarah Runnels ?Tﬂi-&&;‘n
Henry Rusnels (1788-1834)
Isham Bumnels {1701-1870) m. Mancy Thospson
Polly Rumnels (1793-1875)
Fanpie Bwmnels (179%-died infant}
Alice Rupnelds (1797-384%) n. David Canmtredl 17950869}
Apme Runpels (1799-1852] &, Jawmes Chesnutt [1800-1663)
Oavid Runneis [1802-1878) m, Sarvsh Lowderback (1806-1864}
Jane Runrels (1804-1882) n, Ralefoh Chesnuzt [1B0P-1877)

Children af Willian Beymolds (1780-14281 and Hannah Berton

Isaac Wilson Reynalds (1BI0-1855) @, fmily Copeland

Martha Heynolds (1812-1833] m, William Donsidson {1799- 3

fenry Reynolds (1814-1838)

Ann Reynolds (1817-1863) u. Thomas Chesautt {IHIO-1B7&)

Willian Barton Reymolds [1820-1802) m. Catharine Jane Hughes {IHZG-1B27)




¥
i

THE NAME REYROLDS

There are many ways of spelling the name Reynolds. Indeed it is said
by some there are 49 different spellings, some few of which are Runnells,
Runels, Runnels, Rennolls, Reynells, and Reynolds. It has also been said
all of these have been known to have been changed to Reynolds, but the
reverse change is not on record.

Runnels is supposed to have originated from the Scotch word "runnels”
meaning rivulet or brook or from the contracting of two words, "run" and
"ells™, which could have meant the runner was 50 swift he ran English ells.

There are families of Runnels in this country today who have kept the
original spelling of the name, and in England is the well known Lord Rennels
who is prominent in the English Army.

Some branches of this family have David I of Scotland at the top of
their family tree; while others place there Rhodri-Mawr, King of all HWales,
about 825. One of the coats of arms has for a crest a fox head bearing in
his mouth a rose qules. The fox head would suggest its French counterpart,
Reynard, a well known French name.

Of our line it seems from the old family bible, which is in the pos-
session of a member of the family now living near Rogersville, Tennessee,
that the name was called Runnels about the time of the Revolutionary War and
before and was later changed to Reynolids. The change took place during the
lifetime of my father's grandfather, William Runnels or Reynolds. Up until
then the name must have been Runnels or Runels because the entries in the
bible use those spellings. Those of our branch of the family who enlisted in
the Revolution used the spelling Runels, as is shown by a 1ist of their
company. However, upon such lists we cannot place too much dependence
because they were usually made hastily by somecne primarily interested in the
acquisition of one more soldier rather than the correct spelling of his name.
It is from the names as given in the bible that [ conclude the first of our
family in Virginia was known as Runnels or Runels,



it
THE TARLY REYNOLDS

According to this evidence there was a William Hunnels living in Virgini
in the late 1600°s, Williew Runoels had 4 son, Isham, who was born in 1725
whir, in turn, had among other children two sons, Isham [1 born in 1754,
and William 11 born in 1759, It is from Isham Runnels Il our family is
descended.

William Runnels I who was living in Virginia in the 1600's was the
earliest Runnels or Reynolds of our family record, HNaturelly | av interested
in finding out more about him and his family. | wish to know where William
Reynolds lTived, when he case to fAmerica, whom he married, and when his son,
Isham, was born,

In my effort to answer these questions, 1 have se¢arched the old records
of early settlers in Virginia, In Cavaliers and Pioncers by Nell Rugent, |
found a William Runnels, who in 1656 was granted ooe acres of land for bringing
six people to Virginia. However, since our Willvam Runnels' son, Isham, was
not born until 1725, we see it is hardiy probable he could have been the son
of the William Runnels granted 690 acres in 1696, Our William Runnels was
probably bora in the late 1600°s.

Anpther source of wy research was the 4. 5. Usnsus for 1790, which
containg the names of the heads of all families in the states. Through the
Census 1 found the counties where thers were Hunsels families living in 1280,
which was the time of the census of Virginis. ¥oowing that Isham Runnels [1
and his brother, William Hussels [L, married inte families naved Hinton and
Kesterson, it seemed grobable that the three families lived in the same chunty
or adjoining counties; therefore | searched the early census of Virginis for
counties where Rumnels, Hintons, and Yestersons lived. There was only one
county where 311 three families were found, and that was Northumberland County.
Northusberland County, Yirginia is on the Chesapeake Bay where boats from
England landed. These coastal counties of Virginia were settled as sarly as
16507 In these very early settlesents of Tidewater Vieginia families often
lived several generations before moving west or south, and some menbers cemained
longer 3till. So the Busnels could bave lived in Rorthusberland Lounty until
1780 which was about the time the brothers, Tsham 11 and William 11, married
inte the Hinton and Xesterson families.

At an even later date the same thres Yasiibies were found in counties of
western Yirginte wntil sventually they were a4 far west as the Shenandoah
Yalley., 1t was in the southern part of the Shenandoah ¥alley that Isham 11 and
Wiltiam 11 were, perhops Lemporarily, Tiving 1o about 1776 as will be shown
tater,

fsham Ronnels 11 aood William Runeels T, sons of Jshaw Runeels [, had
four brothers and cisters. According to the family Bible the childeen are
Tisted with dates of hirthe oo follows: Mary boen January 27, 1750; Judiah
bora Uctaber 23, 12525 [ahuw Loaen Seplosber 9, 1004, Wiltiam born June 29,
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1759; Elizabeth born November 11, 1761; Hannah born Fehruary 22, 1765. It is
interesting to note that all the children were born within two to four years
of one another with the exception of Isham and William, between whom there

was 4 space of five years. This suggests the possibility of another child who
probably died. 3

Returning to the enlistment of Isham II and William Il in the Army of
the Revolution, when I was visiting Northusberland County in the hopes of
finding records of William Runnels I, | came across a William and Mary College
Quarterly which contained a list of Revolutionary soldiers--a list that had
never before been published--and | sat down to glance over it for familiar
family names. Looking among the R's I found in Capt. Bobbet's Company of
Montgomery County the three names, Isham Runnels, William Reynolds, and
Hathaniel Runnels. It was indeed a pleasant surprise, for [ had not known

‘yntil then that my great-great-grandfather, Isham Runnels i, had served in
the Revolutionary War. [ think the Nathaniel mentioned was probably younger
than Isham I and a year or two older than William II, because there is a
gap of five years between those two brothers and only one or two years between
their other brothers and sisters. Though, of course, he could have been a
cousin, If he was a brother of Isham and William, it is likely he was killed
in the War, for his name does not appear in the family bible.

Hontgomery County, Virginia, where the three boys enlisted, was about
as far west from Northumberland County as they could have been at that time.
1t certainly was the furthest west of Virginia counties. Young men were
continually pushed westward by the depletion of the soil and by the system of
primogeniture and entail which decreed that the undivided property be given to
the eldest son. The younger sons of each generation were forced to go west
or south to secure new lands and establish themselves anew. "Go West, young
man", was the slogan of 1775 in Virginia as truly as it was in 1875 in the
days of Horace Greeley who coined the phrase.

The fact that Ishem and William Runnels were living in Hontgomery County,
which is the whole long distance across the state of Virginia from Northumberland
County on the Atlantic Ocean, doesn't indicate a close tie with the Runnels of
Northumberland County on the Chesapeake Bay. But ! was able to trace from the
early Censuses of Virginia the names of Hintons, Kestersons, and Runnels across
the middle of the state and up the Shenandoah valley. The westward route of
migration from the Atlantic Coast north of the James River led directly to
where the Runnels boys were 1iving during the time of the Revolution,

1 am strongly of the opinion that wy branch of the Reynolds family ties
in with the Runnels who came to America around 1650 and settled in Northusber-
land County, where a William funnels is recorded at ahout that time, [ found
an Isham Reynolds living in the Isle of Wight County, Virginia just south of
the Jdames River in 1700 but could establish no direct connection between this
Ishdm Reynolds and our family. It might be that this Isham Reynolds of Isle
of Wight County was a relative of the Runnels of Horthumberland County.

To return to the Runnels boys who fought in the Revolutionary War from
Montgomery County, Virginia: after their war service they went further south
to what was then southern Virginia but is now Tennessee. They made their home
in what is now Hawkins County, Tennessee, but was then Abingdon County,
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Virginia. They thus followed the traditional route of the Virginians living
north of the James River who wigrated south via the inland route. They
traversed the central Virginia counlies 1o the Shessndosh Yalley, then turned
south, Those liviag south of the James followed the coastal route through the
southern Yirginia countivs and through the sastern and middle sections of
Horth and South Carolina,

Many of the young Yirgieians who went west and south thought they were
making their homes in southern Virginia, They had oo intention of leaving
their state. That was the case of Ishem and Willise Bunsels, who thought
their homes would be in Abingdon County, in southern Virginia,

Just after the War there was considerable confusion concerning both
state and county boundaries. Soae counties were made larger while ather
large ones were divided into fwo or three. Tha tion where lsham and
William chose their home wes Tirst da Virginia, thes in Horth Cavolina, and
last in Tennessee,

When Isham 11 and William [ ealisted in Honigoeery County they were
twenty-two and seventeen vears of age respectively. While if Hathaniel was
their brother, he was probably around twenty. At the close of the War, Isham
was about twenty-six, Tradition in the family says they were married in North
Caralina, which indeed may have been possible; but since they enlisted from
Montgomery County, Yirginia, and after the War settled in Abingdon County,
Virginia, I am inclined to believe they were born and married in Virginia.
Because of their youth, it is hardly probable they were married before enlist-
ment, but rather that they were merried in ¥irginia at the close of the War,
However, it is possible they married in their new howe when it was a part of
the stete of North Carolina before the changed boundary left it in Tennessee,

While there is little known about the marciages of Isham and William,
we do know they each bought property near what s now Rogersville, Tennessee,
A few years later William sold his property and went to live in central
Tennessee,

isham Runnels 1!, from whom we are descended, married fnn Hinton, who
was born September 1759, and she died August 23, 1842, They had eleven
children of whom the eldest, William, was my great-grandfather. The other
sons were Henry, lsham 111, and David; while the daughters were named E£lizabeth,
Sarah, Polly, Fannie, Alice, Aune,and Jane. Since then, as now, a 500 wWas
usually named for his mother’s father, we may risk & guess that Asn Hinton's
father's name was either William, Henry, or David; Isham being a distinctive
Runnels name and & very unusual one. These names can Serve as a guide in
future research on the Hinton femily in ¥Virginia,

From the deed records in the Rogersville court house, which 1 searched
carefully when there in 1938, | found that in 1789 Isham Runnels made a
purchase of 400 acres of land on Hoseycut Creek. The record says he "gave
100 pounds Virginia currency for 400 acres laying on Honeycut Ureek. The
boundary beiny ot three oaks on a flat ridge, thence south 240 poles to an elm
and ash, thence west 267 poles o ¢ stake, thence north 240 poles, then east
267 poles to the beginning--together with ail houses, fences, water, gtc.”
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This property was known as Carmichael Bottoms, and it was there Isham
and Ann Hinton Runnels made their home, reared their large family, and died.
This property was probably an addition to the land granted the soldiers for
their War services.

As time went on Isham acquired more land until at last he owned many
acres. This together with the earlier purchase was known as the Runnels Place,
and it was Yocated about where their son, David, later built his home and not
far from where David's great-granddaughter, Mrs. W. W. Grigshy, now lives. |
have visited the place. It is fine bottom land and has an old grist mill on
it

When I was about eight years of age mv father took me there to see the
old family bible that had been left to David Runnels. We found the two-volume
bible in very bad condition; so my father sent it to New York and had it
rebound in one volume and then returned it. [ remember at the time playing with
a little girl about my own age who in later years I found was David Runnels’
great-granddaughter, Martha. And it is this little girl, Martha, now Mrs.
Grigsby, who owns the family bible today. She lives near Rogersville, but her
post office is Persia, Tennessee. Recently when I went to see her to look at
the bible again, she said to me, “Oh! You were the pretty little girl with the
beautiful blue parasol!™ 1 had forgotten the parasol as well as most details
of my visit.

Isham and Ann Hinton Runnels lived to an old age. She lived 15 years
after her husband's death in 1827 and died at the age of 83 years.

In my search for deeds and other records in Rogersville, I found a deed
dated 1826 naming Isham Runnels as a witness and stating he was 91 years old
at that time, which is at variance with our family records which state Isham
IT was born in 1754 and died in 1827, which would have made him 73 years of
age at that time. This introduces the possibility that his father, Isham
Runnels [, Tived with them as a very old man and was the witness mentioned.

If Isham Runnels I was living in 1826, my grandfather, William Rarton
Reynolds, grandson of Isham I1, could have known him, for he was born in 1820.
He certainly knew his grandparents, Isham and Ann Hinton Runnels, for he was
seven years old when Isham died and was 17 when his grandmother, Ann Hinton
Runnels, died in 1842, It is distressing to think of the information regarding
them that he could have given my father had either of them realized its value
to future generations. They could, between them, have told an interesting
story for us.

s
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WILLIAY BEVIOLDS

Willtam Reynolds, the eldest son ot lshaw and Aan Hinton Ruonels, was
born February 25, 1780, and he was the father of sy grandfather, Willianm
Barton Reynolds, Unlike his parvenis, he died comparatively young--at the
age of 4R years. He Vived only & year after the death of his Tather, Isham,
His Vife was spent in the place where his father chose to settle.  The records
of deeds of Hawkins County, Tennesses, show that he bought property from his
father armd others in 1807, 1808, and 1820 and that his howme gdjoined that of
his parents.

In 1608 or 1809 he werried Hannah Barton, Though the date of his
marriage is oot recorded in the fambly bible, we con sssume this to be
approximately correct froe the fact that their oldest child was born in 18I0,
With this marriage another family enters the Reynolds family line, and a very
interesting one too.

The Bartons of that time were 3 large family of Maryland and Vicginia,
some of whom went to Teasessee, Mony of this fanily stayed in Virginia,
while others went to Missourd amd various western stetes. Descendants of this
family hecame distinguished preachers, lawvers, and educators.

My father was never soccessful in finding out who was the father of his
grandesother, Haonal Barton, thowgh he carcied on 8 ¢orrespandence for several
years on this subjoect when he was preparing the pasphlet he wrote on the
Reynolds family. The ressens for his failure were many. One was that the
famities who wigrated got separated from the main family stem and did not keep
records well, at a time when little writing was done. Another difficuliy was
that the various Bartons bad an unusually large number of children, many of
them having the same nawes, Another element of confusion was the fact that
when Hannah Barton Reynolds died in 1820, her husband, William Reynolds,
married snother Barton, Sarsh, daughter of Lhe Reverend Isaac Barton. This
Sarah was confused with Hannah in some of the correspondence. Thus the Reverend
Issac Barton himself ie s letter oo oee of his grandchildren, spoke of the
warriage of his deughter, Serah, to Hilliaw Reynohds, but did nol sention a
prior sarriage to Hannah Barton and in the sawe Tetter when he mentioned the
children of William Reynolds, the reader naturaily inferred that they were the
children of Sarah when they were really the childeen of Hannsh. Sarah Jived
only a short time and had only one child. But to my wind the most pertinent
reasan for the lack of records concerning Hannah Barton was the fact that she
died when her son, Wiiliam Barton, was an infant, and his father's death, a
few years later, left him an orphan at eight years of age. An o6rphan boy of
eight years of aue would hardly be expected to acquirve information concerning
his ancestry,

Haturally 1 hoave Leen curious to Pind Hasnah Barton's direct connection
with this family of ¥Virginia Bartons, and thevsfore | have givens much thought
and study to 1t. Withew! qoing fato a history of the Hartons until later in
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this story, 1 shall say here that I think Hannah Barton's father was an Abner
garton, who can be readily connected with the Virginia Bartons. My reasons
for this deduction are as follows, Abner Barton's home in Tennessee adjoined
the old Runnels’ Place where Isham and Ann Runnels and their son, William,
tived. Living next door naturally presented the opportunity for the two
famiiies to become friends. Furthermore, Abner was old enough to have had a
daughter the age Hannah was when she married William Reynolds. These points
supporting my supposition that Hannah Barton who married William Reynolds,
was the daughter of Abper Barton, younger son of Joshua Barton of Virginia,
will be explained more fully in the following record of the Barton family.

William and Hannah Barton Reynolds had five children: Isaac Wilson,
Martha, Henry, Ann, and William Barton who was my father's father, Family
names have very pertinent meanings when one is interested in family records;
therefore let us for a moment look at the names William and Hannah gave their
children. He know well that Isaac was a Barton name, for each generation of
Bartons had one. HMartha was also a name of that family. One of Isham and Ann
Hinton Runnels’ sons was named Henry which probably came from the Hinton family,
for up to that time no Runnels had that name. In many families one son is
named for the mother's father. The next child was named Ann, obviously for
her grandmother, Ann Hinton Runnels, who was William’s mother. The youngest
child was William Barton, a combination of the names of both parents.

Hannah Barton Reynolds, born about 1799, died soon after the birth of
her youngest son. She died in 1820 at about the age of thirty years.

Isaac Wilson Reynolds, eldest child of William and Hannah Barton
Reynolds, was born in 1810 and married Emily Copeland.

Martha Reynolds, their second child, was born in 1812 and married
William Donaldson. They moved to Cleveland, Tennessee, in McMinn County,
where their descendants are living today. Martha Reynclds was the devoted
sister and benefactor of her young brother, William Barton, who was eight years
of age when left an orphan, and their children were devoted cousins.

Henry Reynolds, third child of William and Hannah Barton Reynolds, was
born in 1814 and died, unmarried, in 1838,

Ann Reynolds, fourth child, was born in 1817. She married Thomas
Chesnutt, and she died in 1863.

HWilliam Barton Reynolds, youngest child of William and Hannah Barton
Reynolds, was born June 20, 1820, He married Catharine Hughes February 29,
1844 and died October 7, 1882,

The life story of William Barton Reynolds follows this account of early
Reynpids and Barton families.
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