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THE IIAXE REYNOLOS

There are many ways of spelling the name Reynolds. Indeed It i5 said
by some there are 49 different spellings. some few of which are Runnells.
Runels, Runnels, Rennolls, Reynells, and ReynoldS. It has also been said
all of these have been known to have been changed to Reynolds, but the
reverse change is not on record.

Runnels is supposed to have originated from the Scotch word "runnels"
lneaning rivulet or brook or from the contracting of two words, "run" and
"ells", which could have meant the runner was so swift he ran English ells.

There are families of Runnels in this country today who have kept the
original spelling of the name, and in England Is the well known lord Rennels
who is prominent in the English Army.

Some branches of this family have David I of Scotland at the top of
their family tree; while others p Iace there Rhodri -Hawr, King of a11 Wa Ies,
about 825. One of the coats of arms has for a crest a fox head bearin9 in
his nlluth a rose gules. The fox head would suggest its french counterpart,
Reynard, a well known french nan~.

Of our line it see~ fr~ the old family bible. which is in the pos-
session of a member of the family now living near Rogersville, Tennessee,
that the name was called Runnels about the time of the Revolutionary War and
before and was later changed to Reynolds. The change took place during the
lifeti~ of ~ father's grandfather, William Runnels or Reynolds. Up until
then the name must have been Runnels Or Runels because the entries 1n the
bible use those spellings. Those of our branch of the family who enlisted in
the Revolution used the spelling Runels, as is shown by a list of their
con~any. However, unon such lists we cannot place too much dependence
because they were usually mdde hastily by someone primarily interested in the
acquisition of one more soldIer rather than the correct spelling of his name.
It is from the names as glven in the bible that I conclude the first of our
family in Virginia was ~nown as Runnels or Runels.
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Accordin9 to rn+s evld,"(,' UI'rt' WdS a Wilham Runnels hYing 1(1 Vir91nl.
in the 1"Ii' If;fl1)·~. lIilll"lIIl(unn('I~ h,HI d son. IShd' n, who Wu~ born in 1725
whtJ. In turn , 'hit' I)montj Ullh"~ .-..:hildf't-'u two s ons , 10:;01,)111II hurn HI ,75,1,
dod 111111dOl II born In 17~9. It is rro'" l shem Runnels II our fdmily is
descended.

111111<1"' Runnels I who WJS living III V""JII\'4 '[I the J600'. was the
edrl, es t Runnels or Reynolds of our family record. MdtUI"J Ily I dm interested
In flndlrl,) out O"re ebout Ill», ln,j h t s '."Iily. I w'so 10 1.1\0\'1when, IIi !lldnl
f;h:fnoJd~ l tved, "hen he (.dns tu ~_n>t\rlca. whol1l ht: tu\trf1~d, .,Jnd when htS SOHt

Isham, ••as born.

In rrfj effort to anSWH thes~ qUl'stiQOs, I Mv~ SCM,lletl the old records
01 early settlers in Vlr'lln, •. In Cavaliers aM pjOIl ••"r~ hy Nell Nugent. I
found " WillI dID Runlle h. who in 1656 was ,)rdot<,d 7.M-rc;:es of I~nd fo •. bnJl91 nq
Sl;l( people to Virq-inii). Howe""'\~"'. s inc» our '" ll"iH RUHH:-I ~ son , IShdj'!I, WdS

rwt horn until 1/25. we ~(~)-H l~ ottrdly flrob(}t~1tl Ire cou lrt hdve been the St)n
ot the Willi.", Runnels g,'4ft!",j b~Hl Jcr"' in It,',!>. Our lIillidlflllunnelS w.<
protldbly born in the Idt£' 1600's.

Another sovrce O(UlY 't'1:oe!f(~fWiiS theH. S. ten'Sus f{)f l190.lothico
cnflttlln'\ the f\dti~') oflhe he;\ds of "t1t I,{f. 111<'. 10 thl' st at es, TnrOtJf;h th~
Cens•.•s I found the wIIllttes ,.h~, e there .••~r" H,m,•••l ~ hmi lJ r, 11vlIlg In 11M,
which •••a~ th", t ire or the {rOSY' 0/ ':'r')loi4. 'tl"~ln'.l hat Isham Runneh (I
and his. b,'othtYlI Wi11 iam Runnt:'l, 1(, RldlTi(>,j lilt" ft1rni ~ te~ n<J!'!l(!dHit\ton ot d
K(l'~ter son, it seemed prQt\.-th h~ UllH the three Ltou lies. t lved 1n the S.;llf:t' CQunty
or adjoining count ies ; therefore I "'d.-<iled ure ~.rly t"~5U~ of Vlf')inl4 for
COuntIes ",here Runnel>, WnlonS. MId KeSlersulIS I••"d. There wJS ollly on"
county where .111 three f""d I ies "ere found, <lnd IIlH Wd, Northu"tLerl~nd County.
Nonhu.t>erl<lnd County; Vir9inld is 011 the Chesapeake 64y where bears from
En91and landed. These (o<lHal counties (If Vin}IIl'. we'" se tt Ieo as early es
16501 In these v"ry e~rly se tt leoenr s of Tlol""ate,. Vlrljlola fannlies often
li ••!d several genl!f·"tHuIS be ro"e .<lying wl'SI or south, dnll SOI!le «'<""hers re"",iflPd
l<>fl'ler HHI. So tile Runnels could h3Ve l1VPd Itl lIorthuntJerland CQunty unt i l
1700 whICh was db<:>tlt the U,," the orntner s , hhau. II dO.J IlIlli4"' II, "",rd e;!
into the lIintun dnd ~('~tH><)" i.". hes.

At dft even lltt~$ dJ (i} tile ')JI1;e tnY't'''' f,'lJl llti>f"} wer-o found j n CUHn II ~s uf
western V~"'9ttltd until e'J\.·ntU~llly thf.'Y hf~'''~ ,1 t4f' w(').t 4S the )htfH<lflCO.Jh
Valley. It w>t\$ 10 tht' ,)Ollthclll fMt't of (lH' ~)ht·ll.lIhh).Jh V(l!lcy th.tl hhdnl II dud
'Wj1113fu 11 W'~J"e. 11t~"h •• p'S 11,'fl~XH;$t'1Iy! li'lllttj 111 <Ihout 1176 a'j. w111 be shown
later.

!("hJffi. RutHlett 11 dru' wllllitut 1<unnell II. \OU {It J'>fiil:!H RIJ(lJI~Js 1~ h.tr.1
{OUt bruth ••rs d:nd ')st.·,.\. Ai ()fIOn\) ttl tlftt '.li;'111 hlhh~ Uw chll.h"f"fl df't~

lhted W'tth t,\t..:'; ot t If'th \t'", folltlWS: M.H'( I,HI" .J.JHtHry 11. l7Sf!; JvJl.Jh
horn IJc·nh··! "'i. Ii',":,? I~LIt.lj! It'll t:l.t,~l,;t 'to i /··1.• WlllhiPi bl;t1i -June ,'9.



1759; Elizabeth born November 11, 1761; Hannah born Feflruary 22, 1765. It is
interesting to note that all the children were born wi thin two to four years
of one another wi th the except t on of I sham and Willi am, between whom there
was a space of five years. This sU9gests the pos s tb i 1ity of another child who
probab ly died.

Returning to the enlistment of Isham II and William II in the Army of
the Revolution. when I was visiting /lorthumberl"nd County in the hopes of
finding records of William Runnels J, I Cdnle across d William and Mary College
QUar'terly which contained a list of Revolutionary so Idi erv= a list that had
never before been published--and I sat down to glance over it for familiar
family names. Looking among the R's I found in Capt. Bobbet'$ Company of
Montgomery County the three names, Isham Runnels. lIilHam Reynolds, and
Nathaniel Runnels. It was indeed a pleasant surprise, for I had not known
unti 1 then that "lY great-great-grandfather, Isham Runnels II, had served in
the ReVOlutionary liar. I think the Nathaniel mentioned was probdb ly younger
than Isham II and a year or two older than IIllliam II, because there is a
gap of five years between tnose two brothers and on ly One Or two years between
thei r other brothers and sisters. TMugh. of course. he could have been a
cousin. If he was a brother of Isham and William, it is likely he was Killed
in the liar, for his name does not appear in the family bible.

tlontgoOiery County, Virginia, where the three boys enlisted, was about
as far west from !Iorthuritlerland County as they could have been at that time.
It certainly was the furthest west of Virginia counties. Young men we"e
continually pushed westward by the depletion of t~e soil and hy the system of
prinlOgeni ture and ant a il whi cn decreed tho t the undi vided property be 9i ven to
the eldest son" The youoger sons of each generation were forced to go west
or south to secure nt'w 1snds and es tab l ish themse 1ves anew. "0,0 West , young
nliln", wa.s the slogan of 1775 jn Virginia as truly as it was in 1875 in the
days of Horace Greeley who coined the phrase.

The fact that Isham and IIi I Ii am Runnels were I iving in l1ontgO!llery County.
which is the whole long distance acrns s tile state of Virginia from tlorthumber1and
County 00 the Atlantic Ocean. doeso't indicate a close tie with the Runne.Is of
Northumberland County On the Chesapeake Bay. But I was able to trace from the
early Censuses of Virginia the nanoeS of Hi ntons , Kestersons, and Runnels across
the middle of the state and up the Shenandoah valley. The westward route of
migration from the Atlantic Coast north of the James River led directly to
where the Runnels boys were living during the time of the ReVOlution.

I am strongly of the opinion that ••y branch of the Reynolds family ties
in with the Runnels whO came to America around 1650 and settled in 1I0rthunlber-
land County, where a I/i 11 i alll Runne Is is recorded at about that t ime , I found
dO (sham Reynolds living in the Isle of Wight County, Virginia just south of
the James River in lJOO but could establish no direct connection between this
Ishii m Reynolds and our family. It minht be that this IshemReyno l ds of Isle
of Wight County was a relative of the Runnels of Northumllerland County.

To return to the Runnels boys who fought ifl the Revolutionary War from
Montgomery County, Virginia: after their war service they went further south
to what was then southern Virginia but is now Tennessee. They made their home
in what is now Hawkins County, Tennessee, but was then Abingdon County.
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Virginia. They thus fOll(lWf;d th,; trachtioll.1 ,'(jute of the Virginians livin9
north of the James Ri.~r who migrated south vid the ifti"lId route. They
trdversed the central Vir<}ioi\ COlin' it'S t» th,' '1"'".l1<lo"h Valley. then turned
south. Those I lving sooth of the James f"llowell the coastal route throllgh the
southern Virginia c""nth's In,1 lhlou'Jh the eJst,,,'n ,lnd middle sections of
Horth dnd South Carol ina.

Many of tue ynllng Vi,·,)ini.II, whu wcnt W!!st and south thought they were
Il\Ikill9 the i r h<x!lCs in souther" Vin]inid. They had no intention of leaYil1~
their state. That wos the case of Ish.1n and IIi 11 iJ,,' RUI\I1,!ls, who thought
their home~ would be in Abll19tlon County, in S<llllhu'H lIil'gird a .

Just af ter the Ita., there ,ijS co"siderJbl~ confus ton concerning both
state and county boundar l e s , So~.., ccr.nt ies h:'le ,"oJ;: IJI"Jer whi1~ other
large ones were dividt:d lnUl t~JO or tnree , fh,"I .•c:....tiuH \'Iih.!re l:.h~u.nand
Wil1idA chose their hOtik! W.J"; ri rvt In Vin;lui 1, t.tt-.n iu hOJ~Lh Col'ol,utl" und

las t in Tennessee.

\/hen Isham II and William l{ "oli.ted In :l:I,,,p'-:.y'\.ounty they w"r~
twenty-two and seventeen y"'•••.s of "~e r~'p".:tiy,!ly, flhl1e if IIdthaniCi wdS
their brother. he was proll.lIly around DicntJ. At the c los e of the War, Isham
WdS about twenty-six~ Tradttion;o the f~1ftjili scys they were 1Ilartied in HOfCh
Carolind, which indeold nlay have be~" possible; but since tholY enlisted f r c",
Montgolllery County, Viy.ginia, and after the War settled in Abingdon County,
Virginia, I am inclined to bel Ieve they were bor-n and married in Virg1nia.
Because of their youth, it is hardly probable they were married before enlist-
"'lot, but ruther that they we"e marriea in Vin);,,; •• at the close of the War.
However, it is possible they marr-Ied in their new hOme when It was a part of
the s te te of tlorth Carolina before the ChdIl9i!d boundary left it in Tennessee.

While tllere is little knOl>fl about the marriages of Isham and Willial«.
we do know they eacJt bought property near what is now Roqersville, Tennessee.
A few years later Wi II la •• sold hIS property and went to live in central
Tennessee.

Isham Runnels II, from whOl'l we .ire descended, I!l~rned Ann mnton, who
wdS bOrn Selltetltber 17[,9, and she died August 23, 18012. They had eleven
chi ldren of wholl1 the e l des t , Wi11 iam, was my qredt-gfondfather. The other
sons were Henry, Isham Ill, and DaVId; while the daughters were nallled (liz.beth,
Sarah, Polly. Fannie, Alice. Allne.and Jane. )Ince then. as now. a son was
usua l ly naoted for his mother's fdthe-f, we lIIay •. ,,~ a C)uess that Ann HInton's
fachel"s Mill" was either William, llenr y , or n•• h!; !sh~m beln,] a distinctive
Runnels 03Hl(" dud d very unusual one , The-·,e n.'\1~'~ can serve as 11 guide in
futw'e rest!.lr<.h On the fhnton family jn Vlryinld.

From the deed records in the Rogersville ccur t nouse , whIch I searched
C4refully when there in 1938. I found thdt in 1789 Isham Runnels made a
purchase of 4UO acres of IdnO On 1I0neycut Creek. The record says he "gave
10(1 pounds Virqinia curreflC,Y for 40l) acres layin'J On tlon~ycut Creek. The
boundary beioq dt three Od'S On a flot ""1ge, thence south 240 poles to an e lm
Jnt! ash, thence weH 261 poles to <I stdl.I', thence north 240 poles, then east
267 INles to the be'Jlrl",ng--tOljCU,,'" w'th .111 nous es , fences. water, e t c ,"



This property was knnwn as Cannichael Bottoms, and it was there l sham
dnd Ann Hinton Runnels made their home, reared their large fami ly. and died.
This property was probably an addition to the land grallted the soldiers for
thei r War servi ces.

lis time went on Isham acquired more land until at last he owned many
acres. This together with the earlier purchase was known as the Runnels Place,
and it was located about where their son, David, later built his home and not
far from where David's ~reat-9randdaughter. Mrs. W. W. Grigsby, now lives. I
have visited the place. It is nne bottom land and has an old grist mill on
it.

When I was about eight years of age my father took me there to see the
old family bible that had been left to David Runnels. We found the two-volume
bible in very bad condition; so my father sent it to New York and had it
rebound in one volume and then returned it. I remember at the time playing with
a little girl about my own age who in later years ( found was David Runnels'
great-granddaughter. Martha. And it is this little girl, Martha, now Mrs.
Grigsby, who OWnS the family bible today. She lives near Rogersville, but her
post office is Persia. Tennessee. Recently when I went to see her to look at
the bible again. she said to me. "Oh ' You were the pretty little girl with the
beautiful blue parasol:" (had forgotten the parasol as well as most details
of "'y visit.

Isham and Ann Hinton RunnelS lived to an old age. She lived 15 years
afte" her husband's death in 1827 and died at the age of 83 years.

In my search for deeds and other records in Rogersvi lle, I found a deed
dated 1826 naming Isham Runnels as a witness and stating he was 91 years old
at that time, which is at variance with Our family records which state Isham
II was born in 1754 and died in 1827, which would have made him 73 years of
age at that tiPle. This introduces the possibility that his father. Isham
Runnels l , lived with them as a very old man and was the wi tness mentioned.

If Isham Runnels I was living in 1826, my grandfather, William 8arton
Reynolds, grandson of Isham II, could have known him. for he was born in 1820.
He certainly knew his grandparents, (sham and Ann Hinton Runnels, for he was
seven years old when Isham died and was 17 when his grandmother, Ann Hinton
Runnels. died in 1842. It is distressing to think of the information re~arding
them that he could have given my father had either of them realized its value
to future generations. They coul o , between them, have told an interesting
story for us.
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1111halll Reynold". lilt' e},jest son 01 {;I1,'" dud Anll Ihllton Runnels. wdS
born February 25. 1780, 4M hi' ,,~s the LIther of "Iy ')rdl1dfdlher, William
Barton Reynold>. Unlil:e hi> I'41.:n(,. he .ti~d co"~'~rdtively YOllf1g--at the
4(jC of 4fl Yf"'4rs. He llv(",l onlv "i .yl)~'t" a f 't'" the tthllh of Ins f\.lth1!r~ fsh~"IJ.
UIS lHe •••,s spent in the Illd~<' whl're his f~(f\er {hose to se tt.le, The records
of deeds of Ifawt ins County, Ienoessee , Show thH he bought property frOIll his
fother 41\dothers in 1007, IMf!. do" 1S20 an<\ PM\ hi~ ho.,,-,"djoined that of
Ins flbren ts .

In II)OS or l~ M Allrr,,'" lidO"." IlJr:~n. ThO<>9h the <latl! of ids
IIl.lrriage IS not recorded In ttw fo"" Iy til1>le, "" an "~SIW<!!this to be
approxi"3tely correct frOl't the f~ct tltat tneir oldpst child wdS born 10 ISll'.
With this marriage annthe'" ,a"'dy ~,,(ers the l1"yOOI,1s fdmily line. dncl a ve.'y
inl"reHin9 all" too.

Tre Bdrtons of lIldl ti">e w<"re ~ Idr'l" fd",i 11 of Nuryl.nd and Vl f'.)injd.
;om<e of whon went to l~nn~·.~t>e, I"dnyof till; (.,,"Iy Hoyed in Vir'tHd~.
wI.ile ()the~ weill to Missouri ,lI'" Y,jI iou; """,.1·"'0 Hut'S. Descendants of UllS
f4"'\ I), became d1H Hlgulshed i"'~>chers. 1<lwyers • Jnd educators.

l1y father was IWver $'.(ceSSh.J in fln,f'''') •.••rt who II", the rathe! of hI,
~W,;f~the-r .• Hdru1~hSarto-fi. th€yutiJ-hfit!" Cd' .·l~'~ tin .it ~on' ••'Sp()fittence for l.~·vtH'-iJl
yed~s 01\ th is subject "Mn he '''$ pr~rdrl!\<) the PJ"l!'hlet he ••rote on the
R~'ynold, {dilli Jy, The rel~o"t for hIS fa. lure were many. Om~ W6S that tn ••
{dmilies who lIligrati:J \lvt ,"I>&/"tp,j fron. tile 341" ( ••mily Hem and d.d not h'ep.
records well. a t d tIme ••hen llpl- Writln~ ..,,,~ dOI1~. Anott>er dilli(ulty "h
th31 the var tovs (ldrtons Md an lIlHI5\l~1lj' IM')e ''''''>ber of chi lnren, mJny01
tnelll haVIng the Sdll101 "d,IIes. Another element 01 conrus ion was tne f,,<t tndt
when HdMal> 8arton Reynolds <lied rn IB2n, 11<:. !iuslland, Wllli.m ReynOlds,
1Il4rned MOIlle,. Barton, S"rdh • .Jdughtf!I' or the R~v~rend I saac !larton. Ihi s
Sardh 1<45 confuseo with tiam,.h In SOI'Ie of the corrnsnondeoce , Ihus th~ Rpv,'relld
ISHe Il..>rtl>n himself I., •• ' ••Urr to "fie of Ill'" /fJ,,,.l(llihll'('O, sf'Oke of thl>
-lolfrldge of illS ddlJ\jIH"" ~.;r;l". to \l1\1i",. 11"1001<1" bot did not ~"llan d
prlor <r<lrriag€ to lidlm~1! a;'lf(Qn dnd in the S<;t'" let cer wilen he melll1ol1ed O,e
chlldreo of l</Illla,~ Reynold" the reader fldtufJllv jnferred that they were the
children of Sarah ••hen they were redl1y t',€, ,1'1110'<'0 of Hilnn~h. Sarah l ived
only a short tI,'>! 31\d ItaJ only one cllild. [Iii!. to my mind tile most pertinent
re.SQII for the lad ot reccrus concernin\! !1.'IIl"1 fl4rtofl w~s the fac tMt ShE'
dH~rt when her son, Will."., Harlon. WdS an InfJot •• nd hIS father'!> dedlh, a
few yeal'S later, left him an orphan at ei<Jht Y"dr~ of age. An orphan boy of
eHJhl rars of age would !\M'dly be expect."d tu dtqulre inforr'l3tiof) cOnccfllll19
hIS ences t ry.

;i,ttar-i}Jy f h<JI."~ 1.P~H Lurlou'S to fInd Udflnall UJt"tOt\'S dlr€'t.(,. (;Ofltlt:-ctlon
wt{fi lhls family uf V;r'llnLt HdrtOJlIl. dH.t tJH'vHtnn~ f hdve given much tf!()uqht
<lo\j stud,. to t t , '.4lth.v,Jt t)t,inq lntu .l h~ r I,' ut t be '~'\I·toos ont r l Liter in



thi S story, I she 11 say here the t I th ink Hannah Ba r ton ' s father was an Abner
Sarton, who can be readily connected with the Virginia se r rons . ~ly reasons
for this deduction are as follows, Abner Barton's home in Tennessee adjoined
tile old Runnels' Place where Isham and Ann Runnels and their son. Hi l l i ar»,
lived. living next door naturally presented the oppor tuni ty for the 'two
fam,l ies to become friends, Fur theruore , Abner was old enoU9h to have had a
daughter the age HanOdh was when she murried William Reynolds. These points
supporting my supposition that Hannah Barron who married Wi l l ism ReynOlds.
was the daughter of Abner Barton, younqer son of Joshua Barton of Virginia,
wi II he explained more fully in U,e followin9 recor d of the Barton fami Iy.

~illiam and Hannah Bar ton Reynolds had five children: Isaac Wilson.
r~arth3, Henry, Ann, and William Barton whO was my father's father. Family
names have very pertinent meani nqs when one is i nteres ted in fami ly records;
therefore let us for a moment look <it the names Wi11 i al'l and Hannah gave thei r
children. We know well that Isaac was a Barton name, for each generation of
Bartons had one. Harth. was also a name of that family. One of [sham and Ann
Hinton Runnels' sons was named Henry which probably came from the Hinton family.
for up to that ti!'le no Runnels Md that name. In many fami lies one son is
named for the rother's father. The next child was nallled Ann. obv ious ly for
her grandmother. Ann Hinton Runnels, who was William's n~ther, The youngest
chi l d was William Barton, a cono ina t ion of the names of both parents.

Hannah 8arton Reynolds. born about 1790. died soon after the birth of
her youngest son. She died in 1820 at about the age of thirty years.

Isaac Wilson Reynolds. eldest child of William and Hannah Barton"
Reyno l ds , was born in 1810 and married Emi l y Copeland.

Hartha Reynolds, the;J' second child, was born in 1812 and married
William Donaldson, They moved to Cleveland. Tennessee, in t·1cMinn County,
where their descendants are living today, Hartha Reynolds was the devoted
sister and benefactor of her young brother. William Barton. who was ei9ht years
of age when 1ef t an orphan. and tne i r Cllil dren were devot d cous i ns ,

Henry Reynolds. third child of William and Hannah Barton Reynolds, was
born in 1814 and died. unmarried. in 1838.

Ann Reynolds, fourth Child. was born in 1817. She married Thomas
Chesnutt. and she died in 1863.

William Barton Reynolds. youngest child of Wi11iarQ and Hannah Barton
Reynolds, was born June 20, 1820. He married Catharine Huryhes February 29.
1844 and died October 7, 1882.

The life story ,o.f Willia", Barton Reynolds follows this account of early
Reynolds and Ilarton fami l ies,
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