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WELCOME NEW AND 
RETURNING MEMBERS! 

 

Cindy Thomas 
Fort Worth, TX 

cthomas5@prodigy.net 
 

Andrew Douglas Stevenson 
Bethesda, MD 

andost80@gmail.com’ 
 

John Marc Wheat 
Arlington, VA 

Germanna1714@yahoo.com 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 
If you celebrated a birthday this quarter and it was not listed, 
we do not have it.  Please send your birth date to Joe Reynolds 
at Joe.Reynolds@ReynoldsFamily.org! 

 
We would like to wish Happy Birthday to: 
3546 – William Joseph Reynolds, Jr................ 01 Jul 
3474 – Julia A Broeders  .................................. 02 Jul 
3592 – Christopher Reynolds .......................... 02 Jul 
2096 – Stephen Charles Reynolds  .................. 03 Jul 
3051 – Pamela Jean Adams  ............................ 03 Jul 
3451 – Judith Carole Augspurger  ................... 05 Jul 
2247 – Ilse Landa Reynolds  ............................ 06 Jul 
3296 – Donna Marie Hughes  .......................... 06 Jul 
2285 – Barbara Crew Hutton  .......................... 07 Jul 
3374 – Maria Kim Hong  ................................. 07 Jul 
3613 – Janet Ewing Deaton  ............................ 08 Jul 
3596 – Donald Clifford Lemen Jr .................... 09 Jul 
3542 – Weston Blake Miller  ........................... 10 Jul 
2603 – Emily Stokes Rowe  ............................. 12 Jul 
3391 – Gary Scott Reynolds  ........................... 12 Jul 
3590 – David Franklin Reynolds  .................... 12 Jul 
3422 – Randall Jay Reynolds  .......................... 14 Jul 
3426 – Shirley LaRee Olson  ........................... 14 Jul 

3516 – Don Wilson Conover Reynolds  .......... 14 Jul 
3602 – Ruth Emily Reynolds  .......................... 14 Jul 
3463 – Robert Seaholm Bayers ....................... 15 Jul 
3353 – Rebecca Lynn Redmann  ..................... 16 Jul 
3510 – Nathan William Reynolds  ................... 17 Jul 
3271 – Larry Joe Reynolds  ............................. 18 Jul 
3347 – Jeffrey David Hendricks  ..................... 19 Jul 
2809 – Rolfe Eric Reynolds I........................... 20 Jul 
3460 – Della Reynolds Woods  ....................... 20 Jul 
3494 – Mary Louise Ormerod Eppers  ............ 20 Jul 
3620 – Michael B Caron  ................................. 20 Jul 
3288 – Don Edmund Reynolds  ....................... 21 Jul 
3464 – Janice Marie Reynolds  ........................ 21 Jul 
3600 – Marnie Reynolds-Bourque  .................. 21 Jul 
3628 – John Frederick Woodward Jr. .............. 21 Jul 
3313 – Elaine Thurman Belyea  ....................... 23 Jul 
3388 – Mary Amanda Johnson Hofferbert  ..... 24 Jul 
3401 – Larry Jago Stetson Jr. ........................... 24 Jul 
3614 – John Timothy Reynolds  ...................... 25 Jul 
3647 – Casey Anne Cloud  .............................. 25 Jul 
3424 – Mary G. Reynolds  ............................... 26 Jul 
3372 – Albert Allen Reynolds Jr. .................... 27 Jul 
3384 – Frances Marlene Langley Ellsworth  ... 29 Jul 
3440 – Valerie Ann Black ............................... 29 Jul 
3625 – Jerry Edward Reed  .............................. 29 Jul 
3311 – Sharla Marie Reynolds Gardner  .......... 30 Jul 
2709 – Ursi Barbara Lorine Reynolds  ............ 31 Jul 
3358 – Carol Jean (Goodwin) Smith  ............ 01 Aug 
3583 – Ann Cornelia Stanford  ...................... 01 Aug 
3390 – Leanne Reynolds ha  .......................... 02 Aug 
3557 – Kevin Malcolm Reynolds  ................. 02 Aug 
3511 – Ron Larsen  ........................................ 03 Aug 
3617 – William Charles Jones Sr  .................. 03 Aug 
3317 – Benjamin Marshall Reynolds  ............ 05 Aug 
3140 – James Smith Miller  ........................... 07 Aug 
3400 – Todd Neal Theis  ................................ 08 Aug 
3429 – James Edward Phillips  ...................... 08 Aug 
3339 – Diane Ellen Isaacson  ......................... 09 Aug 
3301 – Marc Allen Reynolds  ........................ 10 Aug 
2218 – Ella R. Emery  .................................... 11 Aug 
3441 – Harold Chatfield Reynolds III ........... 11 Aug 
3447 – Maria Suzanne Ashmore  ................... 11 Aug 

mailto:cthomas5@prodigy.net
mailto:andost80@gmail.com
mailto:Germanna1714@yahoo.com
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3477 – Janet L. Smith  ................................... 11 Aug 
3497 – Brian Alan McCullough  .................... 12 Aug 
3574 – John M Reynolds  .............................. 12 Aug 
3505 – Edward Reynolds III .......................... 13 Aug 
3031 – John Michael Reynolds  ..................... 16 Aug 
3365 – Eric C Koch ....................................... 17 Aug 
3417 – Laurie Cathleen Conner  .................... 18 Aug 
3131 – Susie Helen Reynolds  ....................... 19 Aug 
3601 – Nona Marie Smith  ............................. 19 Aug 
3330 – Harold Wayne Whitten  ..................... 21 Aug 
3624 – Caroline Anne Cannon  ...................... 22 Aug 
3285 – Cynthia Louise Reynolds Murdock  .. 23 Aug 
3327 – Bernard Charles Smith Jr. .................. 23 Aug 
3522 – Roberta Reynell McCarter  ................ 24 Aug 
3619 – Bruce Clayton Reynolds  ................... 24 Aug 
3459 – David Todd Reynolds SPC ................ 26 Aug 
3604 – Cheryl Lynn Jensen ........................... 26 Aug 
3485 – Clay Courtney Reynolds  ................... 27 Aug 
3586 – Donna Joyce Shunkey  ....................... 27 Aug 
3618 – Susan Reynolds  ................................. 29 Aug 
3064 – Barbara Jane Jones  ............................ 30 Aug 
3437 – Nancy McGuff Thomas  .....................01 Sep 
3570 – Michael Ray  .......................................01 Sep 
3375 – Rita Reynolds Steele  ..........................02 Sep 
3323 – John Willis Streeter  ............................03 Sep 
3373 – Gardiner Bannister Reynolds VIII ......04 Sep 
3379 – Joel Clint Reynolds  ............................05 Sep 
3319 – Kathleen "Kathy" Suzann Johnson  ....06 Sep 
3520 – Linda Irene Reynolds  .........................06 Sep 
3232 – Donna Jean Reynolds Harding ...........07 Sep 
3309 – Marie Antionette Elizabeth Yerzy  .....08 Sep 
3433 – Richard Anthony Meredith  ................09 Sep 
3490 – Richard Paul Green  ............................09 Sep 
3565 – Brenda Alice Slaughter Reynolds  ......09 Sep 
3486 – Theresa Marie Reynolds  ....................10 Sep 
3509 – Terry Gene Reynolds  .........................10 Sep 
3552 – Michelle Joann Carroll  .......................10 Sep 
2460 – Shirley Ann Keister ............................14 Sep 
3273 – William Grover Bates  ........................15 Sep 
3370 – Rebecca Reuben Dyer  ........................15 Sep 
3419 – Robert Rey Reynolds  .........................16 Sep 
3404 – Burton Charles Reynolds  ...................19 Sep 
3499 – Barron Wayne Tenney  .......................19 Sep 
3548 – Wayne Allen Reynolds  ......................20 Sep 
3282 – John Hughes Reynolds IV ..................25 Sep 
3385 – David Johnson Reynolds ....................25 Sep 
2893 – Janetta "Jan" Jane Wilson  ..................26 Sep 

3423 – Nancy Beth Wallander  .......................26 Sep 
3530 – Elizabeth Diane Schafer Ph.D. ............26 Sep 
3588 – Ross Howard Reynolds  ......................28 Sep 
3364 – Jane Reynolds Landreth  .....................29 Sep 
3348 – Paula Kathryn Boone  .........................30 Sep 

 

WANTED 
REYNOLDS MALE FOR  

YDNA TEST 
 

Some Reynolds history hunters are looking for 
other collaborator-cousins to share traditional 
research and test YDNA hypotheses.  

One Reynolds ancestor that remains a bit of a 
mystery is the William Reynolds that married 
Martha Cole in Culpeper Co., VA, and left a will 
naming over a dozen children in Pittsylvania Co., 
VA, in 1791. While strong evidence exists 
connecting William as the son of John Reynolds—
whose will was proven in Culpeper Co. in Aug 
1784.  

Another Reynolds ancestor that we’d like a YDNA 
signature for is the Henry Reynolds that was born 
circa 1757 and lived on Camp Creek in Greene 
County, TN, in the early 1780s. He died there in 
before January 1835, when his will was proven 
naming wife Charity and children: Henry, Patsey, 
David, Sally, Ellander, William, Joseph, and 
Richard. Henry was the recipient of pension S4079 
for Rev War service and is DAR patriot A095719. 
He had at least two wives (Catherine Skiles and 
Charity McNew).  

We’d like to uncover the YDNA signatures of these 
groups of Reynoldses and to collaborate on further 
research. If you are connected to this Reynolds line, 
please be in touch with 
tommyjoereynolds@gmail.com 

mailto:tommyjoereynolds@gmail.com
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What? 
Reynolds Family Association "RFA Chats" are 
monthly no-agenda sessions that provide an 
opportunity for RFA members and others with 
interest to meet up virtually and share Reynolds 
family history research topics and ask questions 
about RFA, Reynolds lines, and related topics. If we 
have a large turn-out, we can create breakout groups 
that participants can join to discuss specific Reynolds 
lineages or specific geographic areas. 
 
When? 
(First Sunday of the month) 
Sunday, July 6, 2pm Eastern 
 
Where? 
Join Zoom Meeting 
 
Link will be mailed to all members prior to the date. 
 

 
Postmaster Reynolds 

Genealogy is more than dates and places. One of the 
ways we can illustrate our ancestors lives is including 
occupations. Aside from farmer, etc., postmaster was 
noted for many. My Reynolds line includes Bethuel 
Reynolds, son of William I’ve written about. Bethuel 
was born in 1801 in Stephentown, NY (Rensselaer 
County on the border with Massachusetts), but the 
family moved en mass to Ohio when he was still a 
baby so he wouldn’t have any recollection of it. 
Bethuel grew up in Clermont County, Ohio and spent 
the rest of his life there. 

According to a county history, Bethuel was 
appointed as a Postmaster in Neville (Clermont 
County, Ohio) on 31 August 1829.  County histories 
should be considered leads rather than Gospel truth 
so I followed up. The Clermont County Genealogical 
Society posted the same information: 

Clermont County Genealogical Society 
POSTMASTERS OF CLERMONT 
COUNTY 
1800-1930 
This list of Postmasters of Clermont County 
and their dates of appointment have been 
extracted from a roll of microfilm obtained 
from the Post Mark Museum located in 
Bellevue, OH. Margaret E. Pfund, now 
deceased, spent endless hours transcribing 
the information from microfilm from the 
National Archives. She made a complete list 
of all Post Offices in Ohio. Her work was 
donated to the Ohio Historical Society and 
many copies of the microfilm have been 
distributed by the Ohio Postal History 
Society. 

submitted by Barbara J. McCarthy 
NAME - POST OFFICE - APPOINTED  
REYNOLDS, Bethuel Neville 31 Aug 1829  

 
The county history also listed Bethuel as a tailor in 
1837 (p. 346), the same year he was a trustee of 
Franklin Township. 

Digging a little bit more, I emailed a Research 
Analyst in Postal History with the United States 
Postal Service 

https://about.usps.com/who/profile/history/research-
sources.htm 

475 L’Enfant Plaza SW 
Washington, DC 20260-0012 
202-268-2532 
 

https://about.usps.com/who/profile/history/research-sources.htm
https://about.usps.com/who/profile/history/research-sources.htm
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They replied with very helpful information 
(Junemarie Brandt, email to author, July 28, 2025): 
 
The National Archives is showing that Bethuel 
Reynolds was appointed as postmaster of Neville on 
August 31, 1829. The 500 indicates that a bond of 
$500 had been pledged to cover any losses. 
 
1 History of Clermont County, Ohio 1795-1880, 
McDowell Publications (Philadelphia, 1880), 
Cincinnati Historical Society, Union Terminal.  
2 Barbara J. McCarthy, “POSTMASTERS OF 
CLERMONT COUNTY,” Clermont County 
Genealogical Society, 
(http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohclecgs/new
sletter/postmasters.html: accessed 25 April 2015). 
The record can be found at 
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/75494785?objectPag
e=40 
 A new postmaster, Elijah Larkin was appointed on 
October 1, 1829. So, it appears that Reynolds’ term 
as postmaster was very short. No financial reports are 
listed in the Official register of the United States for 
1829 or 1831 probably due to the short time of 
service. Thank you for your interest in postal history.  
It’s not his signature, unfortunately, but it’s still 
kinda cool. With a simple email, I was able to fill in 
more on the county history lead. 

 

 

 

Reynolds Military Oral 
History 

 
When I started my interest in the family history in 
high school (I don’t think I knew what genealogy 
was yet), I heard an oral history of an ancestor on my 
Reynolds line during the Civil War whose father 
served a term, returned home and wanted to serve 
another term with the son coming too and serving as 

a drummer boy (which he eventually did), but that 
his wife (and mother of the boy) objected. 
 
Researching later, I found that my ancestor James 
Wooster Reynolds (1850-1932) served in the Civil 
War. He was a private on the Union side from Ohio, 
but nothing else from the oral history fit the story I 
was discovering. On a side note, “Aunt Norma” 
(really my first cousin two times removed) grew up 
living with her grandparents James Wooster 
Reynolds and Molly Richards, and survived until 
2000; she told stories of her grandfather serving in 
the Civil War; again nothing from her stories fit the 
original oral history I remembered.  
 
Working farther back on the family tree, I researched 
James Wooster Reynolds’ great-grandfather William 
Reynolds (whom I wrote about in the Reynolds 
newsletter and Joe Reynolds elaborated on him in a 
later newsletter). William Reynolds (ca. 1777-1838) 
served as a drummer in the War of 1818 from Ohio 
in Capt. Abraham Shepherd’s company (with his 
brother Stephen and cousin Oliver).  
 
According to Susan Rogers Clement in the Reynolds 
Family Association Centennial Collection (Red 
Book), Reynolds Family Association, Swansea MA, 
Alexandria VA, Dover DE (1992), Reynolds Family 
Association, 
(https://www.reynoldsfamily.org/ebooks/rfa_ceente
nnial_collection.pdf : accessed 29 August 2019), 
Printed by the Gregath Company, Cullman Al., I 
found: 
 
JOSEPH REYNOLDS: (N.Y.) Sergeant, Capt. 
Lyon's Co., Col. Thos. Thomas' (2d) Westchester Co. 
Regt. (A Joseph is elsewhere mentioned: Private, 
Capt. Niles' Co., Col. van Rensselaer's Regt.) [p. 
250] 
 
WILLIAM REYNOLDS: (N.Y.) Private, Capt. 
Smith's Co., Col. Jesse Woodhull's Orange Co. 
Militia, "wounded and captured at Fort Montgomery, 
Oct. 6, 1777." [p. 446], but this was not my William.  
 
So I think there was some truth to the oral history I 
was originally told, but that it went back several more 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/%7Eohclecgs/newsletter/postmasters.html
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/%7Eohclecgs/newsletter/postmasters.html
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/75494785?objectPage=40
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/75494785?objectPage=40
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generations to the Revolutionary War (though it may 
have telescoped some generations and confused 
some of the people). I have a Reynolds ancestor who 
served in the Civil War (James Wooster Reynolds), 
another who was a drummer in the War of 1812 
(William Reynolds) and his father who fought in the 
Revolutionary War (Joseph Reynolds, 1749-1823). 

 
ROBERT REYNOLDS 

(by Lindal Reynolds) 
 

The question now is how short or how long should it be? 
Too short and I could not convey the true Problems or 
solutions for the Problems I had to overcome. 

Too long and the reader would lose interests for a lot of 
the solutions has to deal with history. 

I will try to keep it short at the same time I will try to 
convey to the reader some problems they may encounter 
such as I did. My intentions are to encourage the reader 
not to give up even when there seems to be no hope. 

Before I start I would like to give credit to Janet Mysinger 
the assistant Manager of my Reynolds Y-DNA Project. 
She is a charming delightful and Graceful Lady. She has 
been of great help in my endeavor. Also I like to thank 
Steven Danderson of the Church of Jesus Christ of LDS, 
Who has helped me more than anyone else with my 
research. That being said let me start. 

My line came from Virginia to Georgia, to Alabama then 
on into Florida. I started my research on my Reynolds side 
back in the late 60s and early 70s. From that research I 
had my line pinned down to Martin B. Reynolds of 
Columbia Co, Georgia. Who died in 1859 leaving a will 
naming my G-G-Grandfather. We all knew Robert was 
Martin’s father. We also knew Robert was a Rev. War 
Vet.; Robert had received land grants in Georgia that in 
itself should have proved something I thought. 

I was told about a book called Christopher Reynolds and 
his decedents by S. F. Tillman. I am sure everyone knows 
about that book by now. At that time I was new, that was 
the first time I had heard about it. I searched and found 

Martin B. Reynolds and Robert Reynolds listed just as 
they should be. I did not question the rest of my line going 
back to Christopher of Virginia 1622. Entrees of Martin 
and Robert were correct why should not the rest be? I also 
found that Tillman was from the same area as Robert. I 
also found Tillman would have been Martin’s third 
cousin. If he was that closely related he should know my 
line really well or that was what I thought at the time. 

All was going okay I was conformable with my line. I 
started working on the other sides of the family. Then I 
decided to take the Y-DNA test. I also joined the 
Reynolds Family Y-DNA project. That is when things 
started to change. Gary and Janet informed me I had to 
have documented proof of each member of my line 
starting with me and going as far back as I could find a 
paper trail. I was not all that organized but I was able to 
supply all the information I need up to Martin B. 
Reynolds. That is when I started finding that all Records 
were destroyed for Columbia Co. Georgia and for the old 
Edgefield District 96 of South Carolina in the war of 
1812. To top it all off Caroline County Virginia records 
were all destroyed or burned twice, once in 1812 and 
again in 1865. I had no records available I could locate in 
order to conduct my research. It seemed like a dead end 
trail with no other possible way around. 

I only had one Document I could fall back on. That was 
Mary Reynolds Rev. War Petition filed in 1855. That 
Petition is famous. So many times it has been referenced 
the problem is you can’t read it. There is almost no 
information you are able to retrieve from it. I sent a 
request to national archives for Robert’s war records. 
When it came back it showed Robert was with the 4th 
Virginia Regt. Of foot under Capt. John Brent 
Commanded by Col. Thomas Elliott. On the Muster Rolls 
Robert was listed as a Deserter in April, May and June of 
1777. I was shocked that did not sound like my family. 
Martin’s had 3 sons who all fought for the south. W. B. 
was in WWII, Daddy was in Korea with the 101st Air 
Born Rangers, Uncle Bob was with the Big Red One in 
Vietnam (67, 68 and 69) -- my son is in the Maries, he 
spent two tours in Afghanistan. My son has two combat 
metals both with valor. Robert being a deserter does not 
fit within my family’s history something had to be wrong. 
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I called the National Archives in D.C. They told me the 
records I received were all that remained of Robert’s 
records. The rest were destroyed, in the war of 1812. Even 
the White house was burned. They also told me he must 
have rejoined or have been forgiven in order to have 
received Rev. War Land Grants. There just were no 
records to support that theory however. 

I had a little talk with one of my Y-DNA matches. He 
subjected I try the LDS maybe they could help. That was 
a good move. Steven with the LDS was able to supply me 
with better copies of Mary’s petition. We were able to 
retrieve more information from that document. From the 
enhanced photo copies we were able to read on page three 
a record showing Robert was discharged in 1782. On page 
four Mary states Robert enlisted sometimes in 1776, and 
enlisted for the term of the war, Robert enlisted in 
Caroline County Virginia, She was 86 years old, Robert 
was mustered out in Franktown Virginia, Robert and 
Mary were married in the old Edgedfield district 96 of 
South Carolina, on 20th Dec. 1788, by Benj. Harney a 
minister of the Gospel, Her maiden name was Mary Jones, 
and Robert Died on 20th of Dec. 1815 in Columbia Co. 
Georgia. There were a few other details not stated at this 
time. On page five we learned Mary was unable to supply 
documents of their marriage or of Robert’s discharge. All 
documents had been destroyed or lost. Mary at the time 
was 86 her memory was failing her. Mary was unable to 
supply Robert’s Capt. Name or the Command Robert 
served under. There is more information not stated at this 
time. I will move on. 

About that same time Janet Mysinger my assistant 
manager with the Reynolds Project sent me a final 
payment receipt for Robert Reynolds, showing when 
Robert was mustered out on June 4th 1783. The document 
was marked on the right top corner in Bold VA. That was 
another piece of information I needed. That bit of 
information pointed me in the right direction for my 
search. It started a snow ball effect of information as I 
edged forward. 

Armed with Janet’s new found information and with the 
information we were able to retrieve from Mary’s 
document Steven with the LDS was able to help me find 

the break through I was looking for. As we begin to find 
more information we also used history to peace 
everything together. We tried to create a time line by 
placing ourselves in Roberts Shoes. At the same time we 
went forward as well as backtracked many times making 
sure we were correct in our account of what took place. 

Steven is like a walking encyclopedia when it comes to 
military history. Below are some of the battles Robert 
would have been involved in while he was with the 4th 
Virginia Regt. Note they did not go well. 

Note: I am not sure when Robert enlisted with the 4th 
Virginia Regt. I can say Robert went without pay for at 
least 3 mounts and 20 days. Something I will address a 
little further on. 

The 4th Virginia Regt. Was attached to Charles Scott 
command led by Patton with the Continental Army. 
Robert would have participated while still with the 4th 
Virginia in the Battle of Fort Lee on November 20, 1776 
which was a successful invasion of New Jersey by British 
and Hessian forces. 

Also the Battle of Iron Works Hill, also known as the 
Battle of Mount Holly, was a series of minor skirmishes 
that took place on December 22 and 23, 1776, the British 
cleaned our slate. 

When it was all said and done. In the late part of 1776 the 
war was not going well for the 4th Virginias. Many of the 
Virginias were abandoning their ranks for lack of food, 
general supplies, money and the hope of ever winning the 
war. 

The next Battle was at Trenton which Robert would have 
taken part.(NOTE: Robert never left the war he just 
changed Commands) the battle took place on the morning 
of December 26, 1776, during the American 
Revolutionary War, after General George Washington's 
crossing of the Delaware River north of Trenton, New 
Jersey. The hazardous crossing in adverse weather made 
it possible for Washington to lead the main body of the 
Continental Army against Hessian soldiers garrisoned at 
Trenton. After a brief battle, nearly the entire Hessian 
force was captured, with negligible losses to the 
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Americans. The battle significantly boosted the 
Continental Army's flagging morale, and inspired 
reenlistments. 

The Continental Army had previously suffered several 
defeats in New York and had been forced to retreat 
through New Jersey to Pennsylvania. Morale in the army 
was low; to end the year on a positive note, George 
Washington—Commander-in-Chief of the Continental 
Army—devised a plan to cross the Delaware River on the 
night of December 25–26 and surround the Hessian 
garrison. 

Because the river was icy and the weather severe, the 
crossing proved dangerous. Two detachments were 
unable to cross the river, leaving Washington with only 
2,400 men under his command in the assault. The army 
marched 9 miles (14 km) south to Trenton. The Hessians 
had lowered their guard, thinking they were safe from the 
American army, and had no long-distance outposts or 
patrols. Washington's forces caught them off guard and, 
after a short but fierce resistance, most of the Hessians 
surrendered. Almost two thirds of the 1,500-man garrison 
was captured, and only a few troops escaped across 
Assunpink Creek. 

Despite the battle's small numbers, the American victory 
inspired rebels in the colonies. With the success of the 
revolution in doubt a week earlier, the army had seemed 
on the verge of collapse. The dramatic victory inspired 
soldiers to serve longer and attracted new recruits to the 
ranks 

The Battle of the Assunpink Creek,[7] also known as the 
Second Battle of Trenton, was a battle between American 
and British troops that took place in and around Trenton, 
New Jersey, on January 2, 1777, during the American 
Revolutionary War, and resulted in an American victory. 

Following a surprise victory at the Battle of Trenton early 
in the morning of December 26, 1776, General George 
Washington of the Continental Army and his council of 
war expected a strong British counter-attack. Washington 
and his council decided to meet this attack in Trenton, and 
established a defensive position south of the Assunpink 
Creek. 

Lieutenant General Charles Cornwallis led the British 
forces southward in the aftermath of the December 26 
battle. Leaving 1,400 men under Lieutenant Colonel 
Charles Mawhood in Princeton, Cornwallis advanced on 
Trenton with about 5,000 men on January 2. His advance 
was significantly slowed by defensive skirmishing by 
American riflemen under the command of Edward Hand, 
and the advance guard did not reach Trenton until 
twilight. After assaulting the American positions three 
times, and being repulsed each time, Cornwallis decided 
to wait and finish the battle the next day. Washington 
moved his army around Cornwallis's camp that night and 
attacked Mawhood at Princeton the next day. That defeat 
prompted the British to withdraw from most of New 
Jersey for the winter. 

Robert Reynolds would have left the 4th Virginia and 
enlisted with the Continental army at this point. He was 
with the conditional Army from March 12th of 1777 until 
the end of the war. Robert was mustered out on 4th of June 
1783. 

Note: I checked the records before March and after June 
for the 4th Virginia Regt. Robert was not listed as a 
deserter. 

The Forage War was a partisan campaign consisting of 
numerous small skirmishes that took place in New Jersey 
during the American Revolutionary War between January 
and March 1777, following the battles of Trenton and 
Princeton. After both British and Continental Army 
troops entered their winter quarters in early January, 
Continental Army regulars and militia companies from 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania engaged in numerous 
scouting and harassing operations against the British and 
German troops quartered in New Jersey. 

The British troops wanted to have fresh provisions to 
consume, and also required fresh forage for their draft 
animals and horses. General George Washington ordered 
the systematic removal of such supplies from areas easily 
accessible to the British, and companies of American 
militia and troops harassed British and German forays to 
acquire such provisions. While many of these operations 
were small, in some cases they became quite elaborate, 
involving more than 1,000 troops. The American 
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operations were so successful that British casualties in 
New Jersey (including those of the battles at Trenton and 
Princeton) exceeded those of the entire campaign for New 
York. 

Below shows when and why Robert decided to enlist with 
the continental Army. 

Grayson's Additional Continental Regiment was an 
American infantry unit that served for two years and three 
months in the Continental Army during the American 
Revolutionary War. Like other Additional Regiments, 
Grayson's remained directly under George Washington's 
control, unlike state regiments. Authorized in January 
1777, the unit's nine companies were recruited from the 
colonies of Virginia, Maryland, and Delaware. Raised by 
Colonel William Grayson, the regiment participated in 
actions in Northern New Jersey in early 1777, at 
Brandywine in September 1777, at Germantown in 
October 1777, and at Monmouth in June 1778. In April 
1779 the regiment was absorbed by Gist's Additional 
Continental Regiment and ceased to exist. 

Grayson was well liked in Robert’s neck of the woods. 
Robert moved from the 4th Virginia Regt. To the 
Continental Army. Robert went from being like a national 
guard to joining the Special Forces or becoming a Marine 
of sort. He was finally paid, had a uniform and supplies 
unlike before. Of course the Virginians are a proud lot and 
they still counted Robert as a deserted. For he had left the 
Virginia forces for the Continental Army. The Reynolds 
Family was considered one of Virginia own. It was an 
insult and a slap in the face to see a Reynolds abandon the 
Virginia line. As Steven said it may have been one of the 
reasons why Robert left Virginia for South Carolina after 
the war. 

I found many documents for Robert in the Continental 
Army. There are over 45 payrolls records and 3 years of 
muster rolls. I have a document which states appointment 
or enlistment of Robert Reynolds under Capt. Mitchell’s 
Co. Commanded by Col. William Grayson (from above). 
Commencement of pay March 12th 1777 with credit of 
time served of 3 mounts and 20 days which does not prove 
when Robert enlisted with the 4th Virginia Regt. It does 
however prove the Continentals were aware he had served 

with them in the battle up to and during that time also 
Robert had not been paid for his services. Robert was paid 
on that very day for the 3 mounts and 20 day for time 
served. That say something all in itself. Robert had the 
respect of his commanding officers. Anyone who know 
anything about our military know these facts. 

I have documents showing Robert was at, Middlebrook 
encampment, 2nd Battle of Brandywine, Battle of 
Germantown, Battle of White Marsh,(Note: Robert was 
listed as sick after the battle of White March) Also Note: 
Robert was with the Continental Army in winter quarters 
at Valley Forge, Robert was at the signing of the Treaty 
of Alliance with France, The Battle of Monmouth, with 
the Continental Army winter quarters at Middlebrook 
encampment, the Battle of Stony Point, with the 
Continental Army winter quarters at Morristown, Also 
from his discharge payment information alone with his 
discharge location it is most probable and about a 90% 
certainty he was at the battle of York town which would 
have been the last battle of the war. As I said before he 
was mustered out at Franktown, VA on the date of June 
4th 1783. 

I want to cover an issue or question which at one point 
someone will ask. How do I know this Robert is the same 
Robert of the 4th Virginia, the husband of Mary Jones and 
the Robert of my line? 

I am very happy I brought that to my attention “Smile 
someone”. Without having to go thought a very lengthy 
Process. Which I am prepaid for if anyone wants to 
challenge me on my reasoning. I say bring it on bring your 
guns out blazing but be prepared if I return fire. You better 
be prepared for Battle. 

Short and to the point. I have been researching for mounts 
all the possible Roberts born within a twenty year time 
frame as my Robert. By the process of elimination I have 
learned what to look for. I also found a 100 + years old 
book. Titled ”Virginia state Library list of Revolutionary 
war soldiers of Virginia who fought with the Conational 
Army – Special report of department of archives and 
history for 1912 – archives H. J Eckenrode, Richmond 
1913” -- Within its covers It has only one Robert listed for 
VA who fits the bill. It also recognizes Robert as being 
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with the 4th Virginia Regt. and the Continental Troops. 
Robert records with the 4th Virginia Regt. Together with 
the muster pay roll of the Continental Troops which has 
the VA notation plainly marked on the Department of 
Archives Cards, Along with the information this book 
provides proves a great deal. I also have the original 
documents I can compare. I will not say it is a 100% but 
you better be able to present a good case to prove to me 
otherwise. 

I called the library of Congress and spoke with a 
representative. I asked the representative, has anyone ever 
filed a pension application on this continental Robert. The 
answer was no. They also have no record of his marriage 
or whatever happened to him after the war not even his 
death or his children. That only support my theory that 
Robert of the 4th Virginia is the same as the Robert of the 
Continental troop under Col. William Grayson. It’s a 
shame Mary’s claim was rejected. For Robert would have 
wanted her to receive what she and his children were 
entitled to. Now after 230 plus years I will be able to clear 
my G-G-G-Grandfather’s name and give the family the 
peace we all deserve knowing he was a hero not a 
disgrace. Look how long his name has been dishonored. 
He was one of our founding fathers who fought for our 
rights we all enjoy today. I only wish I knew where his 
grave was so I could put up a monument in his honor. I 

Robert went from being a disgraced as a deserter to 
becoming a true American hero. Maybe that is all I was 
put here for, I Hope I am able to see that my G-G-G-
Great-grandfather’s records is sit straight showing he was 
not a deserter he would be happy. If so the rest of my line 
will be able to be proud of our name and who we really 
are once again. 

Signed By: Lendel Reynolds 

Credit it due to Wikipedia online. For their Historical 
information. 

 

 

 

To the church of Jesus Christ of LDS and to Steven 
Danderson of the Family Research Center. 

Credit is also due to Janet Mysinger of the Reynolds 
Family Y-DNA project. 

A Short summery from above. 

Robert Reynolds was born in Caroline County Virginia in 
the year 1761. 

1. Robert enlisted with the 4th Virginia Regt. Of foot 
under Capt. John Brent’s Co. Commanded by Col. 
Thomas Elliott sometimes in 1776. 

2. Robert was at the battle of Brandywine. There was 
much confusion and loss of live. Also take Notice: Col. 
William Grayson was sent by George Washington 
himself to recruit men for the Continental Army. He 
recruited most of his men form northern VA, Del, and 
Maryland. 

3. Robert Enlisted with the Continental Troops under 
Capt. Nathaniel Mitchell’s commanded by William 
Grayson himself on March 12th 1777, On his enlistment 
Document it shows Robert was given credit for 3 mouths 
and 20 days for time served; which shows the 
conventional recognized Robert had prier service with the 
4th Va. Also he had not been paid during that amount of 
time. 

4. On April, May and June Robert is listed as a deserter. 
Tactically He could be considered a deserter form the Va. 
Line to the Continental Army. It was like moving form a 
state national guard to the Marines. Robert went with a 
higher authority. 

5. Documents show he was mustered out on June 4th 1783 
when he received his final Pay. With these facts it is clear 
Robert was no deserter. 

6. Robert Married Mary Jones on Dec. 20th 1788. 

7. Robert received Land under the Rev. War service act. 
in Georgia. 
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