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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
        by Tommy Joe Reynolds 

 
Dear Cousins: 
 
We hope you've been healthy and 
well and that you've made some progress on your 
Reynolds family history efforts. For about the past 
year we've been hosting online meet-ups once 
each month called "RFA Chats". These are held 
the first Sunday afternoon of most months. We'll 
include a link to our next session in this newsletter. 
Hope to see you at one of these informal meetups 
soon.  
 
Your President,  
Tommy Reynolds, Line 46  
Living in Fairfax County, Virginia 
 

 
WELCOME NEW AND 

RETURNING MEMBERS! 
 

3652 - Paul Deleon Reynolds III 
Raleigh. NC 

pauldreynoldsiii@gmail.com 
 

3653 - Carole B Anderson 
Scranton, PA 

Amanda Reynolds Honaker 
anderson.carole@verizon.net 

 
3654 – John Arthur Leon Reynolds III 

Vista, CA 
Art.Reynolds@gmail.com 

 
3655 - Joy Reynolds Musella 

Jefferson, NY 

joymu98@yahoo.com 
 

3656 - Mary Lea Hill 
Blanket, TX 

texashillster@yahoo.com 
 

3657 - Joseph Allen Lorek 
Blue Springs, MO 

Effie Reynolds  - b. 1874 Cambridge, VT 
jalorek@gmail.com 

 
3658 - Ashton Jean Ann Wortham 

Norman, OK 
John Reynolds 

Ashtonjwortham@gmail.com 
 

3659 - John Reynolds Decker 
Brooklyn, NY 

Mary Bernhardt Reynolds Wolfe 
jrd@igc.org 

 
3660 - Sean Thomas Reynolds 

Souderton, PA 
Saltydawg1969@gmail.com 

 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 
If you celebrated a birthday this quarter and it was not listed, 
we do not have it.  Please send your birth date to Joe Reynolds 
at Joe.Reynolds@ReynoldsFamily.org! 

 
We would like to wish Happy Birthday to: 
3356 – Thomas A. Green  .............................. 04 Apr 
2461 – Jimmie Ruth Hunter Butler  ............... 05 Apr 
3342 – Daniel Michael Hogan  ...................... 05 Apr 
3396 – Gregory Charles Reynolds  ................ 05 Apr 
3307 – Deborah Jeanne Reynolds Herring  ... 06 Apr 
3651 – Mark Reynolds Blanding ................... 07 Apr 
3412 – Shane Michael Donohue  ................... 09 Apr 
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3425 – Harrah Robert Reynolds  ................... 10 Apr 
3504 – Alan Anthony Reynolds  .................... 11 Apr 
3407 – Newell Wadsworth Wright  ............... 12 Apr 
3629 – Kenneth Raymond Reynolds  ............ 12 Apr 
3449 – Andrew Rocco Melillo  ...................... 13 Apr 
3312 – Robert Morris Reynolds  .................... 14 Apr 
3539 – Susan Henderson  ............................... 14 Apr 
3636 – David Steven Reynolds  ..................... 15 Apr 
2679 – Jean Ferguson Norton Dickman ........ 16 Apr 
3535 – Charlotte Smith Carlile  ..................... 16 Apr 
3587 – Theresa Maria Harter  ........................ 17 Apr 
3414 – Joseph Frank Reynolds II................... 18 Apr 
3409 – Ernest John Mortensen  ...................... 19 Apr 
3508 – June Marie DuCharme  ...................... 19 Apr 
3382 – John Allen Reynolds Sr. .................... 20 Apr 
3519 – Charles Henry Reynolds II................. 20 Apr 
3411 – Donna Jane Parker  ............................ 21 Apr 
2190 – Sandra Jean Evans ............................. 22 Apr 
3576 – William Caldwell Reynolds Jr ........... 22 Apr 
3632 – Giuliana Jane Haseler  ....................... 22 Apr 
3324 – Tina Marie Torres  ............................. 23 Apr 
3298 – Michael Eugene Reynolds  ................ 24 Apr 
3549 – Joanna Morning Star McCloud  ......... 25 Apr 
3534 – Angela Asher  .................................... 28 Apr 
3544 – Bryant F Hall ..................................... 28 Apr 
3589 – Peggy Marie Nicholson ..................... 29 Apr 
3515 – Leslie Lee Cargile  ............................. 30 Apr 
3611 – Elizabeth Reynolds Brandon ............. 30 Apr 
3291 – Patricia Kay Smith Egert  ................. 02 May 
3473 – Alyce Reynolds Finley  ..................... 02 May 
3558 – Bradley Jansen  ................................. 02 May 
3481 – Charles Wofford Howell  .................. 03 May 
3536 – Christopher J. Ellis  ........................... 04 May 
3471 – John Rennolds Schell  ....................... 05 May 
3489 – Ione Stewart Whitlock  ..................... 05 May 
3579 – Mary Frances Eggleston  .................. 05 May 
3171 – Anne Kelly Morris  ........................... 07 May 
3525 – Gordon Reynolds White  .................. 07 May 
2636 – Brian Andrew Reynolds  ................... 08 May 
3467 – Nancy Beatrice Williams  ................. 08 May 
3537 – Billy Joe Reynolds  ........................... 08 May 
2424 – Margie Ellen Reynolds  .................... 11 May 
3569 – Linda Loring Morse  ......................... 11 May 
3306 – Marie Johanna Abajian  .................... 14 May 
3492 – Ann Robertson McConnell  .............. 14 May 
2038 – Timm Robert Reynolds  .................... 15 May 
3279 – Richard Quinney  .............................. 16 May 

3283 – Charles Edward Reynolds II ............. 16 May 
3595 – Melanie Dolmans  ............................. 16 May 
3479 – Stuart Erwin Reynolds  ..................... 17 May 
2530 – Ann Thompson Willaman  ................ 18 May 
3512 – Alexander Garber Reynolds  ............. 18 May 
3521 – Frederick Andrew Reynolds  ............ 18 May 
3011 – Joan Lorraine Reynolds Barrow  ...... 19 May 
3387 – Tracy Lynn Reynolds Kime  ............. 21 May 
3199 – Samuel "Sam" Morrison Reynolds  .. 23 May 
3295 – Jean Corrine Smock Harwood  ......... 23 May 
3523 – Susan Lee Hart  ................................. 23 May 
3545 – James L. Cotterman Jr....................... 23 May 
3197 – Debra Ann Reynolds Jones  .............. 24 May 
3204 – Thomas Matthew Reynolds  ............. 26 May 
3495 – Allice Louise Burns – Reynolds  ...... 27 May 
3585 – Tami Reynolds  ................................. 27 May 
3506 – Patrick Hamilton Reynolds  .............. 28 May 
3630 – Vicki Jean Reynolds  ........................ 28 May 
2207 – Sharlene Reynolds Santo  ................. 29 May 
3314 – George Robert Reynolds  .................. 29 May 
3478 – Lonnie Ray Reynolds  ....................... 30 May 
3533 – Frances Elyse Reynolds Ed.D. .......... 30 May 
3551 – Dorothy Lorraine Holmes  ................ 30 May 
3529 – Deborah T. Prichell Lueders  ............ 31 May 
3357 – Christine Stoffels  ............................... 02 Jun 
3335 – Vincent James Castelli III ................... 04 Jun 
3610 – Justin Taylor Barkowski  .................... 05 Jun 
3638 – Douglas William Reynolds  ................ 05 Jun 
3403 – Jeff Reynolds  ..................................... 09 Jun 
3344 – Michael Lee Stills  .............................. 10 Jun 
3434 – Barry Lee Reynolds  ........................... 12 Jun 
3444 – Tom Cook  .......................................... 12 Jun 
3337 – Michele Colson  .................................. 13 Jun 
3652 – Paul Deleon Reynolds III .................... Jun 14 
1905 – Linda Reynolds Stangel  ..................... 14 Jun 
3240 – James A. Kimble  ................................ 16 Jun 
3572 – Timothy James Reynolds Sr., MD. ..... 16 Jun 
3448 – Audree Ellen Decamp  ........................ 18 Jun 
3616 – Jerry Louis Reynolds  ......................... 18 Jun 
2847 – Larry "Joe" Reynolds  ......................... 19 Jun 
3359 – Merrill Reynolds  ................................ 19 Jun 
3639 – Robert J. Reynolds  ............................. 19 Jun 
3462 – Ralph Laurence Thompson  ................ 20 Jun 
3394 – Carollee Reynolds  .............................. 21 Jun 
3450 – Chad Jay Reynolds  ............................. 23 Jun 
3646 – Larry Eugene Reynolds ...................... 24 Jun 
2517 – Cynthia A. "Cindy" Thomas  .............. 25 Jun 
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3612 – Linda Martin Warner  ......................... 28 Jun 
3622 – Carol Anne Reynolds  ......................... 28 Jun 
3280 – Stephen Monroe Reynolds  ................. 29 Jun 
3310 – John "Gary" Dean  .............................. 30 Jun 
3472 – Karl Howard Reynolds  ...................... 30 Jun 
3541 – Brad G. Johnson  ................................. 30 Jun 
3582 – James Robert Carter Jr. ....................... 30 Jun 

 

WANTED 
REYNOLDS MALE FOR  

YDNA TEST 
 

Some Reynolds history hunters are looking for 
other collaborator-cousins to share traditional 
research and test YDNA hypotheses.  

One Reynolds ancestor that remains a bit of a 
mystery is the William Reynolds that married 
Martha Cole in Culpeper Co., VA, and left a will 
naming over a dozen children in Pittsylvania Co., 
VA, in 1791. While strong evidence exists 
connecting William as the son of John Reynolds—
whose will was proven in Culpeper Co. in Aug 
1784.  

Another Reynolds ancestor that we’d like a YDNA 
signature for is the Henry Reynolds that was born 
circa 1757 and lived on Camp Creek in Greene 
County, TN, in the early 1780s. He died there in 
before January 1835, when his will was proven 
naming wife Charity and children: Henry, Patsey, 
David, Sally, Ellander, William, Joseph, and 
Richard. Henry was the recipient of pension S4079 
for Rev War service and is DAR patriot A095719. 
He had at least two wives (Catherine Skiles and 
Charity McNew).  

We’d like to uncover the YDNA signatures of these 
groups of Reynoldses and to collaborate on further 
research. If you are connected to this Reynolds line, 

please be in touch with 
tommyjoereynolds@gmail.com 

 
 
What? 
Reynolds Family Association "RFA Chats" are 
monthly no-agenda sessions that provide an 
opportunity for RFA members and others with 
interest to meet up virtually and share Reynolds 
family history research topics and ask questions 
about RFA, Reynolds lines, and related topics. If we 
have a large turn-out, we can create breakout groups 
that participants can join to discuss specific Reynolds 
lineages or specific geographic areas. 
 
When? 
(First Sunday of the month) 
Sunday, July 6, 2pm Eastern 
 
Where? 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89938189576?pwd=7jYa
7LkuNH4bMSEYZxVQDl4HxtOyfv.1 
 
Meeting ID: 899 3818 9576 
Passcode: 717915

 

A Tribute to! 
Mary Frances "Debbie" Reynolds 

(April 1, 1932 – December 28, 2016) 
Copied from Wikipedia 

 
(Continued from Last Quarter) 

 
 

mailto:tommyjoereynolds@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89938189576?pwd=7jYa7LkuNH4bMSEYZxVQDl4HxtOyfv.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89938189576?pwd=7jYa7LkuNH4bMSEYZxVQDl4HxtOyfv.1
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Debbie in 1987 

 
Music career and cabaret 

Her recording of the song "Tammy" (1957; from 
Tammy and the Bachelor) earned her a gold record. 
It was a number one single on the Billboard pop 
charts in 1957. In the movie (the first of the Tammy 
film series), she co-starred with Leslie Nielsen. 

Reynolds also scored two other top-25 Billboard hits 
with "A Very Special Love" (number 20 in January 
1958) and "Am I That Easy to Forget" (number 25 in 
March 1960)—a pop-music version of a country-
music hit made famous by Carl Belew (in 1959), 
Skeeter Davis (in 1960), and several years later by 
singer Engelbert Humperdinck. 

She released The Best of Debbie Reynolds album in 
1991. 

For 10 years, she headlined for about three months a 
year in Las Vegas's Riviera Hotel. She enjoyed live 
shows, though that type of performing "was 
extremely strenuous," she said in 1966: 

With a performing schedule of two shows a night, 
seven nights a week, it's probably the toughest kind 
of show business, but in my opinion, the most 
rewarding. I like the feeling of being able to change 
stage bits and business when I want. You can't do that 
in motion pictures or TV. 

As part of her nightclub act, Reynolds was noted for 
doing impressions of celebrities such as Eva and Zsa 
Zsa Gabor, Mae West, Barbra Streisand, Phyllis 
Diller, and Bette Davis. Her impersonation of Davis 
was inspired following their co-starring roles in the 
1956 film, The Catered Affair.[27] Reynolds had 
started doing stage impersonations as a teenager; her 
impersonation of Betty Hutton was performed as a 
singing number during the Miss Burbank contest in 
1948. 

Her 1992 holiday collaboration with Donald 
O'Connor, Christmas with Donald and Debbie, 
arranged and conducted by Angelo DiPippo, would 
be her final album release. 

Reynolds was also a French horn player. Gene Kelly, 
reflecting on Reynolds's sudden fame, recalled, 
"There were times when Debbie was more interested 
in playing the French horn somewhere in the San 
Fernando Valley or attending a Girl Scout 
meeting....She didn't realize she was a movie star all 
of a sudden." 

Stage work 

With limited film and television opportunities 
coming her way, Reynolds accepted an opportunity 
to make her Broadway debut. She starred in the 1973 
revival of Irene, a musical first produced 60 years 
before. When asked why she waited so long to appear 
in a Broadway play, she explained: 

Primarily because I had two children growing up, I 
could make movies and recordings and plays in 
nearby Las Vegas and handle a television series 
without being away from them. Now, they are well 
on the way to being adults. Also, there was the matter 
of being offered a show that I felt might be right for 
me ... I felt that Irene was it and now was the time. 

Reynolds and her daughter Carrie both made their 
Broadway debuts in the play. Per reports, the 
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production broke records for the highest weekly 
gross of any musical. For that production, she 
received a Tony nomination. Reynolds also starred 
in the Broadway revue Debbie in 1976. She toured 
with Harve Presnell in Annie Get Your Gun, then 
wrapped up the Broadway run of Woman of the Year 
in 1983, while Fisher was appearing in Agnes of 
God. In the late 1980s, Reynolds repeated her role as 
Molly Brown in the stage version of The Unsinkable 
Molly Brown, first opposite Presnell (repeating his 
original Broadway and movie role) and later with 
Ron Raines. 

• Best Foot Forward (1953) (Dallas State Fair) 
• Irene (1973) (Broadway and US national tour) 
• Debbie (1976) (Broadway) 
• Annie Get Your Gun (1977) (San Francisco and 

Los Angeles) 
• Woman of the Year (1982) (Broadway) 

(replacement for Lauren Bacall) 
• The Unsinkable Molly Brown (1989) (US 

national tour) 
• Irene (2008) Perth Western Australia 

In 2010, she appeared in her own West End show 
Debbie Reynolds: Alive and Fabulous. 

Film history preservation 

Reynolds amassed a large collection of movie 
memorabilia, beginning with items from the 
landmark 1970 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer auction, and 
she displayed them, first in a museum at her Las 
Vegas hotel and casino during the 1990s and later in 
a museum close to the Kodak Theatre in Los 
Angeles. 

The museum was to relocate to be the centerpiece of 
the Belle Island Village tourist attraction in the resort 
city of Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, but the developer 
went bankrupt. The museum filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy in June 2009. The most valuable asset of 

the museum was Reynolds' collection. Todd Fisher, 
Reynolds' son, announced that his mother was 
"heartbroken" to have to auction off the collection. It 
was valued at $10.79 million in the bankruptcy filing. 
Los Angeles auction firm Profiles in History was 
given the responsibility of conducting a series of 
auctions. Among the "more than 3500 costumes, 
20,000 photographs, and thousands of movie posters, 
costume sketches, and props" included in the sales 
were Charlie Chaplin's bowler hat and Marilyn 
Monroe's white "subway dress," whose skirt is lifted 
up by the breeze from a passing subway train in the 
film The Seven Year Itch (1955). The dress sold for 
$4.6 million in 2011; the final auction was held in 
May 2014. 

Business ventures 

In 1979, Reynolds opened her own dance studio in 
North Hollywood. In 1983, she released an exercise 
video, Do It Debbie's Way! She purchased the 
Clarion Hotel and Casino, a hotel and casino in Las 
Vegas, in 1992. She renamed it the Debbie Reynolds 
Hollywood Hotel but it was not a success and 
Reynolds was forced to declare bankruptcy in 1997. 
In June 2010, she replaced Ivana Trump on the Globe 
weekly's advice column but many of the published 
letters were plagiarized from Slate's Dear Prudence 
and possibly others. 

Advocacy 

Reynolds was a longtime ally of the LGBT 
community and an early advocate for AIDS. In 1983, 
Reynolds performed at an AIDS fundraiser with her 
friend Shirley MacLaine. In a 2014 interview with 
The Daily Telegraph, Reynolds revealed that she had 
helped several closeted actors conceal their 
homosexuality by dating them. When asked when 
she realized she was a gay icon, Reynolds replied, 
"Over the years many of the boys that have worked 
for me as dancers have been gay. The creative people 



 
Vol. 14, No. 2 Copyright 2025 Summer  2025 

 

6 
 

were all gay people, from producers to writers. To 
me, they were just family." 

Marriages and later life 

Reynolds was married three times. Her first marriage 
was to singer and actor Eddie Fisher in 1955. They 
became the parents of Carrie Fisher and Todd Fisher. 
The couple divorced in 1959 when it was revealed 
shortly after the death of Elizabeth Taylor's husband 
Mike Todd that Fisher had been having an affair with 
her; Taylor and Reynolds were good friends at the 
time. The Eddie Fisher – Elizabeth Taylor affair was 
a great public scandal, which led to the cancellation 
of Eddie Fisher's television show. 

In 2011, Reynolds was on The Oprah Winfrey Show 
just weeks before Elizabeth Taylor's death. She 
explained that Taylor and she happened to be 
traveling at the same time on the ocean liner (RMS 
Queen Elizabeth) some time in the 1960s when they 
reconciled. Reynolds sent a note to Taylor's room, 
and Taylor sent a note in reply asking to have dinner 
with Reynolds and end their feud. As Reynolds 
described it, "we had a wonderful evening with a lot 
of laughs." In 1972, she noted the bright side of the 
divorce and her remarriage: 

Now in retrospect, though it was not my will, I think 
it probably was the best thing that ever happened to 
me. He did give me two great children and for that I 
will ever be grateful. Our door is always open to him. 
I believe in peaceful coexistence and being friends 
with the father of your children. 

Reynolds' second marriage, to millionaire 
businessman Harry Karl, lasted from 1960 to 1973. 
For a period during the 1960s, she stopped working 
at the studio on Friday afternoons to attend Girl 
Scout meetings, since she was the leader of the Girl 
Scout Troop of which her 13-year-old daughter 
Carrie and her stepdaughter Tina Karl, also 13, were 
members. Reynolds later found herself in financial 

difficulty because of Karl's gambling and bad 
investments. 

Reynolds' third marriage was to real estate developer 
Richard Hamlett from 1984 to 1996. 

In 2011, Reynolds stepped down after 56 years of 
involvement in The Thalians, a charitable 
organization devoted to children and adults with 
mental-health issues. 

Reynolds was hospitalized in October 2012 at 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles due to 
an adverse reaction to medication. She canceled 
appearances and concert engagements for the next 
three months. 

She published the autobiographies Debbie: My Life 
in 1988 and Unsinkable: A Memoir in 2013. 

Death and legacy 

On December 23, 2016, Reynolds's daughter, actress 
and writer Carrie Fisher, suffered a medical 
emergency on a transatlantic flight from London to 
Los Angeles, and died on December 27, at the age of 
60 at Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center. The 
following day, December 28, Reynolds was taken by 
ambulance to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los 
Angeles, after suffering a "severe stroke," according 
to her son. Later that afternoon, Reynolds was 
pronounced dead in the hospital; she was 84 years 
old. On January 9, 2017, her cause of death was 
determined to be an intracerebral hemorrhage, with 
hypertension a contributing factor. 

Todd Fisher later said that Reynolds had been 
seriously affected by her daughter's death, and that 
her grief partially contributed to her stroke, noting 
that his mother had stated, "I want to be with Carrie," 
shortly before she died. During an interview for the 
December 30, 2016, airing of the ABC-TV program 
20/20, Todd Fisher elaborated on this, saying that his 
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mother had joined his sister in death because 
Reynolds "didn't want to leave Carrie and did not 
want her to be alone." He added, "she didn't die of a 
broken heart" as some news reports had implied, but 
rather "just left to be with Carrie." 

Reynolds was entombed with a portion of her 
daughter's ashes at Forest Lawn Memorial Park in 
Hollywood Hills during a memorial service held on 
January 6, while the remainder of Carrie Fisher's 
ashes are held in a giant, novelty Prozac pill. 

 
William and Esther 
Gardner Reynolds 

 
William Reynolds was a descendant of James and 
Deborah of Rhode Island (line 14): James to Joseph 
to Joseph to Joseph to George to Joseph and 
Experience David's all of Rhode Island. William was 
the fourth son of Joseph and Experience Reynolds 
born in 1777 in Stephentown, NY.  
 
On a beautiful morning of the first of September, 
1800, the family set out for Ohio with one small 
wagon and three horses (according the 1874 
autobiography of William’s older brother, The 
autobiography of Elder Matthew Gardner: a minister 
in the Christian Church sixty-three years, pp. 10-11): 
 
The country we had never seen. The route was new, 
and to us unknown until we approached it. There was 
then little communication with the wilderness west. 
Not only railroads and steam-boats, but even 
turnpikes, were unknown . . . The mountains were 
difficult to climb, the streams were dangerous to 
ford, the undertaking was hazardous, and the journey 
was long. The weather was pleasant, and the journey 
as prosperous as we could expect. We reached 
Pittsburg, on the Ohio River, by the first of October, 
just one month from the time of starting. Pittsburg 
was a small village. We waited two weeks before we 
found a boat going down the river. Then we 

embarked on a flat-boat — the boats then used — 
with four other families; furniture, wagons, horses, 
and all, crowded on one small flat-boat. The river 
was low: the progress was slow: sometimes have 
floated rapidly and sometimes we were long 
aground. We were nearly four weeks coming down 
to Limestone — a little village on the Kentucky side 
of the river. It had but few houses then. Limestone is 
now called Maysville. Here, Henry Hughs, a land-
trader, came to the boat to sell us land in Ohio. Father 
went with him to see it. He liked it, and traded him 
two horses for one hundred acres. We then proceeded 
on with the boat down the river, about twelve miles, 
till we came opposite our land, at a landing two miles 
below where Ripley now stands. There we 
disembarked, and the boat and its other passengers 
went on down the river. There was no town then 
where Ripley now stands. We landed within a few 
miles of our land, and soon reached our future home, 
where every things seemed new and strange . . . My 
father rented a little cabin to move into, While he and 
my two older brothers built a cabin on our own land. 
It was now about the last of November — the most 
pleasant and delightful Autumn I have ever known 
before or since. This fine weather continued till after 
Christmas. So my father and brothers having 
completed our new house, we moved into it about the 
first of January, 1801. The fine weather continued 
that year all winter, there being no weather to prevent 
out-door work. 
 
Steve Roth’s wonderful compilation “A genealogy 
of James and Deborah Reynolds of North 
Kingstown, Rhode Island, and descendants” (now 
online at HathiTrust) made an argument that the wife 
of William Reynolds was Esther (sometimes spelled 
Ester) who was believed to be the daughter of 
Benjamin Gardner (Volume 1, p. 625) and his first 
wife: 
 
“(1) The oldest child of William and Esther 
Reynolds, born in 1799 in Rensselaer County, New 
York, was named Gardner (it was the practice in 
those days to give a child the mother’s maiden 
name);  
(2) The Gardner (or Gardiner) family lived in Exeter, 
Rhode Island, moved to Albany (now Rensselaer) 
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County, New York in about 1770, where he served 
in that state’s militia during the Revolutionary War 
as did William’s grandfather’s family;  
(3) Benjamin Gardner, born c 1760, moved to 
Albany (now Rensselaer) County, New York, in 
about 1770, where he served in that state’s militia 
during the American Revolution.  William’s father, 
Joseph Reynolds, also migrated from Exeter, Rhode 
Island, to Albany County, New York, during the 
same time frame; and  
(4) In 1800, Benjamin Gardner moved his family to 
Adams (now Brown) County, Ohio, settling but only 
a few miles from William’s father, who had also 
migrated to Ohio in 1800.  The evidence suggests 
that Esther may have been a Gardner; perhaps a 
daughter, or even a younger sister or niece of 
Benjamin Gardner.”   
 
To the above I would add that Reynolds researchers 
Marshall Sellman (a former history professor) and 
Jan Stevenson looked at the same evidence in the 
1980s and came to the same conclusion that Esther 
was most likely Benjamin Gardner’s daughter.  
William and Esther had nine children.  
 
During the War of 1812, he served in Captain 
Abraham Shepherd’s Company of Ohio Militia as a 
drummer boy; his father William Sr. was a Sergeant 
in the same unit (Roth, p. 626). William served two 
tours (2 September to 2 October 1812, and again 29 
July to 22 August 1813).  
 
In 1834, he and his family moved west, first to 
Illinois before settling in Mosquito Creek, 
Muscatine, Iowa Territory by 1837. He died there in 
September of the next year.   
 
William and Esther are buried at the Klein Cemetery 
there. The cemetery record for Esther, who is buried 
with William, has her listed as “Esther G. Reynolds” 
probably indicating that her maiden name began with 
a G (as her middle name was reportedly Ruth). 
 

 
Articles needed 

Once again I’m asking our members to please send 
me any Reynolds Family related articles or news 
stories that may be of interest to our members that I 
can include in our Newsletter. 
 
I’m also asking each of you to think about the 
position of Newsletter Editor or even Web Master of 
our site: https://reynoldsfamily.org/. 
 
I’m not giving up, and will continue as long as I can, 
but I just moved back to Texas and where I’m at now 
I have a real problem with the Internet, not just the 
upload speed, but also with it cutting out and back on 
momentarily, this causes uploads to reset.  Last 
week, it took me 14 hours and 37 minutes to upload 
a video for one of the sites I maintain.  That and the 
fact that I just celebrated my 80th birthday last week!   
 
If anyone is interested in either the Newsletter Editor 
or the Web Master, please let’s talk! 
 
Joe Reynolds 

 
QUERIES 

Upon the writer’s request members’ queries will be published 
without charge and non-members’ will be published at 
discretion of RFA, also without charge.  Queries may be edited 
and RFA assumes no responsibility for their accuracy.  
[Editor’s comments will be in brackets.]  Please address all 
queries to the editor. 
 
Howard Reynolds 
15342 E. Hutchinson Circle, Houston, Tx 77071 
hdr32010@comcast.net 
 
Looking to improve RFA line 52, Daniel Reynolds 
b. circa 1770 married to Susanna Butler. He is 
closely related to Benjamin Reynolds b. circa 1776 
married to Grisella Beardsley (not Barclay). All were 
in early Chittenden, Vermont. I have numerous 
autosomal matches to both lines and also ydna 
matches to both lines. How are they related and who 
are their parents?? 
Thank you for any clues 
 

https://reynoldsfamily.org/
mailto:hdr32010@comcast.net
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Jessica Reynolds 
jessica100506@gmail.com 
 
Looking for information on William (1805-?) and 
Caroline Distin Reynolds(1810-?) of Augusta, 
Oneida County, New York. They had a daughter 
Mary Elizabeth Reynolds (1828-1913) and a 
grandson, Curtis Wellington Reynolds (1844-1919). 
Thanks! 
 
Richard Smith 
richardhsmithjr@gmail.com 
 
I am seeking any additional information on the 
Reynolds Family Line #24 (Katherine Reynolds & 
Edward Starbuck). I have looked at the page 
associated with that family line and it matches the 
research/sources I had found along with the 
question on if Katherine was a Reynolds and if 
Shuah is their daughter. 
 
My line of descent is: 
    A) Edward Stabuck (1603-16900) & Catherine 
Reynolds (1603-1690) 
    B) James Hear (1631-1675) & Shuah Starbuc 
1640-1729) 
    C) John Heard (1667-173) & Jane Cole (1677-
1735) 
    D) Moes Hubbard (1700-1757) & Abigail Heard 
(1702-1768) 
    E) John Head Hubbard (1725-17911) & Hannah 
Neal (1727-1767) 
    F) Heard Hubbad (1760-1826) & Ruth Allen 
(1769-1845) 
    G) Walter Watson (181-88) & Ruth Allen 
Hubbard (18809-1880) 
    H) Charles Deering (1837-192) & Zilpah Watson 
(1839-19904) 
    I) George Sawyer (1850-1936) & Lelia May 
Deering (1862-1935) 
 
Mary Reynolds Hill 
texashillster@yahoo.com 
P. O. Box 54, Blanket, Texas 76432 
 
Looking to communicate with fellow Reynolds 
DNA matches: 

Hugh Reynolds, b.. 1755 in NC,, d.c. 1832 in NC 
Hugh Reynolds, b. 1706 and d. 11788 
Hugh Reynolds b. abt 1740- d 11810 
Morris Reynolds, b. 1812 nd d.. 1880 Ohio 
Hugh Reynolds, b abt 1800 d. bef 1863 Northern 
Ireland 
 
Joseph Lorek 
jalorek@gmail.com 
2254 SW Wall St, Blue Springs, MO 64015 
 
I would like to trace this line back to when it came 
to America. Thus far, I have only been able to take 
the line as follows: 
Effie REYNOLDS (b. ~1874 Cambridge, VT) 
Dana Silas REYNOLDS (. 1848 Cambridge, VT) 
David REYOLDS (b. 3/5/1811 Cambridge, VT) to 
possibly John REYNOLDS (b. 1780 Waldo, ME) 
 
I would like to take this line to its American roots. 
Thank you! 
 
Gloria Jean Arnold 
talkmuchbequietmuch@yahoo.com 
123 Old Bridge Lane, Danbury, CT 06811 
 
John and Sarah Reynolds (1630 -1923) My mom 
and dads were James Clifford Reynolds (father) 
Mabel VanSteanburg Reynolds (Mom) James 
Clifford Reynolds birthdate is 1886-1957. Mabel 
Reynolds 1890-1930. Any information on the above 
is welcomed. 
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RFA OFFICERS 
 

President 
Tommy Joe Reynolds 

(316) 200-4974 
tommyjoereynolds@gmail.com 

 
Vice President Registrar 
Debra Ann Reynolds Jones 

(302) 855-9311 
WesDebJones@aol.com 

 
Vice President Surname DNA Project 

Nancy Beth Wallander 
(608) 797-7036 

wallandern@gmail.com 
 

Vice President Public Relations 
Fran Langley Ellsworth 

(936) 229-8291 
Rnbwend@gmail.com 

 
Vice President Publications 

Berta Reynolds 
(517) 944-134 

damire1249@aol.com 
 

Corporate Secretary 
Ern Reynolds 

(540) 343-6717 
ern_reynolds@juno.com 

 
Treasurer 

Phyllis Reynolds Goelz 
(480) 540-9449 

dudpa.rfa@gmail.com 
 

Director At Large 
Larry "Joe" Reynolds 

(903) 717-1009 
Joe.Reynolds@ReynoldsFamily.org 

 
 
 
 

Director At Large 
Cynthia I. Nason 
(334) 793-8247 

CINason@comcast.net 
 

Director At Large 
Connie Reynolds Davis 

(617) 966-9500 
nonnie.6@hotmail.com 

 
Director At Large 

Dr. Rolland (Randy) Clinton Reynolds. Jr. 
(210) 323-7820 

spiderdoc1@aol.com 
 

Chaplain 
Rev. John Allen Reynolds, Sr. 

(386) 774-0181 
pastorvcbc@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 

Larry “Joe” Reynolds 
310 Kent Drive 

Pittsburg, TX  75686-2131 
(903) 717-1009 

Joe.Reynolds@ReynoldsFamily.org 
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