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by Mrs. Mary Reynolds Fosdick, founder of the RFA
©Reynolds Family Association, 1992

Chapter 1

Generation 1

(This article was originally published in the 1922
RFA Annual. Further additions and corrections
were published in later annuals, and these have been
incorporated into this article.)

This article superseded the sketch of John of
Weymouth in the 1907 RFA Report. Mrs. Fosdick
died Feb. 22, 1904, a month after the following
preface to this genealogy was written. At her death
it was not quite completed. From 1904 until 1921 it
lay almost untouched until her brother, Giles L.
Reynolds, once President of the Association,
decided to go over it carefully and to bring the
whole line down to 1922. A part of it, at least, is
complete to that date, but many other branches of it
have not been followed down over the centuries. A
few statements and dates, shown by later researches
to have been inexact or wrong, were taken out by
Marion H. Reynolds. The John of Weymouth line
should be read carefully and then compared with the
James of N. Kingstown genealogy. The great
development of these two families is not dissimilar.

PREFACE

For years it has been my desire to see published a
history and genealogy of the Descendants of John
Reynolds of Weymouth. Realizing that each passing
year made it more difficult to secure old family
records and to trace the posterity of those born
during the eighteenth century, I was led to
undertake this work in 1890. Since then I have
devoted to it all the time that could possibly be
spared from a busy life. For those of the tribe of
John of Weymouth, who have aided me in this
work, cheerfully furnished the required facts, and in
every way tried to make the work a success, I am
under great obligations and extend the heartiest
words of thanks.

I trust that this book will be an incentive to the
future preservation of family records, that it will
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foster a spirit of honest Americanism, pride in an
ancestry for two hundred and seventy years faithful
to the spirit and institutions of America, and that no
future cause in the interest of religion, patriotism
and good government will ever lack supporters and
defenders among us and our descendants.

At the commencement of these researches into the
genealogy of the Reynolds family some twelve
years since, it was not my intention to go further
than tracing my own lineage to my earliest ancestor
in this country. It was my recreation from other
duties, but as I went on my interest increased, and
curiosity was awakened to know the descent of
others as well as myself who inherited our surname.
Ours is one of the small family groups not as yet
certainly connected with other families of our name,
several of whom lived at an early date in
Connecticut and elsewhere in New England. The
same names occurring in succeeding generations in
the Wethersfield and Stonington, Conn. families
may, however, be an indication of some kinship
between them. After tracing my family back to John
Reynolds of Weymouth, Mass. and Stonington,
Conn., and trying to connect him, first with the
Rhode Island family, then with the Wethersfield
family, I still had no thought of publishing the
results of the search, expecting only to leave them
in safe keeping until they might perhaps some day
be added to similar accounts furnished by
descendants of other families of the Reynolds name,
thus making a work of more general interest and
one more worthy of being called a family
genealogy. But the interest of my immediate
relatives in their family history had become in the
meantime much quickened through hearing from
time to time of the results of my investigations, and
they are now desirous to see them preserved in
some more enduring form. Yielding, therefore, to
their wishes in the matter, especially to those of my
brothers, Wilson C. Reynolds of East Haddam,

Conn., Ephraim O. Reynolds of Lyme, Conn., and
Giles L. Reynolds of Philadelphia, Penn., who have
undertaken the expense of publication, these records
have been prepared for that purpose and are now
offered to our family. No effort nor toil, nor
expense, in my power has been spared. I have made
careful and thorough examination of all public and
private records that promised to throw light upon
this matter and have held correspondence with a
great number of individuals in different and distant
parts of the country. It is hoped that what is here
contained may prove also of some assistance to
inquiring descendants of other branches of the
Reynolds family, should it be only by relieving
them from the need of search in one already
explored direction. There is still a large work in
Connecticut and Rhode Island waiting for some
future genealogist.

In searching for additional material regarding our
first Stonington ancestor, I have had assistance from
Miss Charlotte Goldthwait of Hartford, compiler of
the Boardman Genealogy, who established his
earlier residence at Weymouth, and has prepared the
account of him here given.

Mary Reynolds Fosdick
Philadelphia, Penn.
January 1904
(Continued in next Edition)

t*'é:'f-.\l'#i
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From the 1922 Annual
100 years ago!

Lieut. Gov. John J. Reynolds

Of Wickford, R.I., son of Jonathan for whom he
was given his middle name, was b. North

Kingstown, R.I., Dec 7, 1812. As Republican he
4
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represented his Town in both branches of the Rhode
Island Legislature; 1854 was elected Lieutenant-
Governor; Trustee State Normal School. 1860;
Delegate to  National Union  Presidential
Convention, 1864. In 1836, at the age of 24, he was
elected Director of the North Kingstown Bank;
1851, on the death of his father, he was made
President thereof. When this bank in August, 1865,
became the Wickford National Bank, he became
President of the new institution until his death.

FEL ]

John J. ReyH(-)l-a_s“ .
Lieut. Governor of Rhode Island

In 1824-25 he attended school at Plainfield, Conn.,
then noted for its educational facilities, which
attracted pupils from all parts of the country. He
then attended school at home. He was for some
years Trustee of Washington Academy until the
adoption of our public school system. Later he was
Treasurer of the new public school district and he
contributed generously to the enlargement and
improvement of the grounds of the public school at
Wickford.

He never considered it his duty to unite with any
religious denomination, but he has been at attendant

of the Episcopal Church. From 1847 he has been a
vestryman of St. Paul's, Wickford, and by
performing his duties in that relation and in
contributing to the temporal wants of the Church he
has shown his interest in religious welfare.

He died at Wickford, R. 1., October 17, 1908, act.
95, He was of the James of Kingstown Branch of
the Reynolds Family. April 9, 1840, he married
Hannah Congdon, dau. Benjamin & Phoebe
(Bailey) Congdon. She was b. June 21, 1814. They
had five children:

JAMES, d. Feb 28, 1891, m. Ellen A. Chadsey, dau.
Alfred B. & Susan (Nichols) Chadsey. They had
two sons, Albert Chadsey Reynolds, who lives
Ontario, Calif.; Ralph Reynolds, who lives El
Centro, Calif. The latter has son Robert Davell
Reynolds, b. Feb 5, 1914.

JOSEPH C., d. Feb. 26, 1848.

MARY, m. Rev. Elias J. Foote, then of Trenton, N.
J.  He d. June 18, 1912. They had one dau.,
Ethelwyn Reynolds Foote, b. June 14, 1887, m.
Victor H. Solaini. The latter had two children;
Victoria and Wm. Reynolds Solanin.

EMMA, who d. April 14, 1880.
JOSEPH W., who d. April 14, 1880.

The Governor was an active, interested member of
the REYNOLDS FAMILY ASSOCIATION almost
from its founding and his descendants have
continued his interest.

R,

I came upon this poem a couple of years ago and
while revising my book I found it again. I thought I
would share it with you. It always makes me think
of my Confederate ancestors. (Editor Joe Reynolds)
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DEAR ANCESTOR

Your tombstone stands among the rest.
Neglected and alone.
The name and date are chiseled out
On polished marble and stone.

It reaches out to all who care
It is too late to mourn.
You did not know that I exist.
You died and I was born.

Yet each of us are cells of you
In flesh, in blood, in bone.
Our blood contracts and beats a pulse
Entirely not our own.

Dear Ancestor, the place you filled
One hundred and forty years ago,
Spreads out among the ones you left
Who would have loved you so.

I wonder if you lived and loved
I wonder if you knew
That someday I would find this spot
And come to visit you.

- Author Unknown

REYNOLDS' CASTLE

Captain's Castle - This unique structure in Cameron,
Oklahoma, was built by Captain J.E. Reynolds in
1880. Oklahoma's Historic Castle.

Without doubt, one of the most unique private
residences in the South is the Captain's or Reynolds'
Castle in the small community of Cameron,
Oklahoma. Cameron is located in LeFlore County,
between the cities of Fort Smith, Arkansas and
Poteau, Oklahoma.

Constructed in 1890 of natural stone mined from a
nearby quarry, the castle was built by Captain J.E.
Reynolds for his wife, Felicity Turnbull Reynolds,
who listed among her ancestors the prominent
Choctaw leader Greenwood LeFlore.

A Confederate veteran who had been wounded in
Tennessee, Captain Reynolds came to LeFlore
County after the Civil War and established his
family just outside of Fort Smith where the
community of Arkhoma exists today. Reynolds
prospered in the Indian Territory and became a
successful merchant and rancher. He was heavily
involved in the development of coal mines in the
region.

The Reynolds family, which grew to include a
number of children, lived in their Arkhoma home
for more than twenty years until the Frisco Railroad
was built southwest from Fort Smith to Paris,
Texas, in 1886. Two years later a post office was
established in the new railroad town of Cameron
and in 1890 Mrs. Reynolds secured title to a parcel
of land there. Construction of the castle began a
short time later.

Built of native stone mined from a quarry on the
nearby hillside, the castle was built with two
octagonal towers, thick stone walls and coal-
burning fireplaces.
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Captain Reynolds dedicated one room to preserving
mementos of the Civil War, including flag-draped
portraits of Southern generals. Late in life he wrote
that he was "still an unreconstructed Confederate,"

explaining to a niece that he "surrendered (his)
individuality" when Southern soldiers stacked their
arms and surrendered. In an interesting footnote to
his life, the captain contacted another former
Confederate officer, Virginia's "Gray Ghost" John
Mosby, at the outbreak of World War I and offered
to join him in forming a unit of former Confederates
to fight in Europe.

Captain and Mrs. Reynolds lived in the castle at
Cameron until around 1911 when he became
involved in the development of the modern
community of Arkhoma. They built a new home
there at about that time. Both died in 1920 and are
buried in Fort Smith's historic Oak Cemetery, where

their graves are marked by the statues of two
women helping a wounded Confederate soldier. He
had been rescued from a battlefield at New Hope,
Georgia by the two daughters of his commanding
officer.

Although the Captain's Castle is a private residence,
it can be seen from Castle Street in Cameron. One
of the few castles ever built in the South, it is listed
on the National Register of Historic Places.

This monument of two young girls rescuing the captain

from a Civil War battlefield stands over Captain and

Mprs. Reynolds' graves at Oak Cemetery in Fort Smith,
Arkansas
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Don’t forget to send in your changes of address or
email. We are also always looking for new articles.
If you find an interesting article, please pass it on.

25

REVOLUTIONARY WAR ROLLS

Reynolds who fought for American Independence
taken from:
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=4282

Name Military Place Rank
John Reynolds  Feb 1779

John Reynolds Mar 1779 Matross
John Reynolds  Apr 1779 Matross
John Reynolds May 1779 Matross
John Reynolds  Jun 1779 Matross
John Reynolds  Jul 1779 Matross
John Reynolds  Aug 1779 Matross
John Reynolds  Sep, Oct 79 Matross

John Reynolds Nov-Dec 17

Jonas Reynolds Mar 1779 Rhode Island Private

Josha Reynolds May 1779 Connecticut Private
Joshua Reynolds Jun 1779 Connecticut Private
Joshua Reynolds Sep 1779 Connecticut Private
Joshua Reynolds Sep 1779 Connecticut Private
Joshua Reynolds Jul 1779 Connecticut Private
Joshua Reynolds Oct 1779 Connecticut Private
Joshua Reynolds Jan 1779 Connecticut Private
Joshua Reynolds Feb 1779 Connecticut Private
Joshua Reynolds Mar 1779 Connecticut Private
Joshua Reynolds Jun 1779 Connecticut Private
Joshua Reynolds Jan 1779 Connecticut Private
Joshua Reynolds Feb 1779 Connecticut Prs
Joshua Reynolds Mar 1779 Connecticut Private
Joshua Reynolds Apr 1779 Connecticut Private
Justis Reynolds Apr 1779 Connecticut Private
Justis Reynolds Jan 1779 Connecticut

Justis Reynolds Jun 1779 Connecticut

Justis Reynolds Jul 1779 Connecticut Private
Justis Reynolds Sep 1779 Connecticut Private
Justus Reynolds Jan 1779 Connecticut Private
Justus Reynolds Feb 1779 Connecticut Private
Justus Reynolds Mar 1779 Connecticut Private
Justus Reynolds May 1779 Connecticut Private
Justus Reynolds Jun 1779 Connecticut Private
Justus Reynolds Jul 1779 Connecticut Private
Justus Reynolds Feb 1779 Connecticut

Justus Reynolds May 1779 Connecticut

Justus Reynolds Oct 1779 Connecticut

Upon writer request members’ queries will be published without charge and
non-members’ will be published at discretion of RFA, also without charge.
Queries may be edited and RFA assumes no responsibility for their accuracy.
[Editor’s comments will be in brackets.] Please address all queries to the
editor.

Howard Reynolds
hdr32010@comcast.net
15432 East Hutchinson Cir. Houston, Tx 77071

I am a fully ydna Gardner circa 1750 an autosomal
tested but my 2nd gr grandfather Daniel Reynolds
b. ca 1770 married to Susannah Butler are my brick
wall. I think his brother was Benjamin Reynolds b.
ca 1776 married to Grisella Beardsley and the
brothers were residing on the 1800 Richmond,
Chittenden, Vt census. If you think you have a
possible connection, I will be happy to check my
250,000 research file.

thank you

Eric Cafritz
eric.cafritz@gmail.com

I was born on December 22, 1954 in New Haven,
Connecticut. My father by birth was named Robert
Harold Phillips Reynolds, though my last name was
changed by adoption to Cafritz in 1963.

I cannot find any information about my birth father,
though I understand that he and his antecedents
were from Connecticut. Perhaps you have some
information about this branch?

Heather Fletcher
hnbfletch@yahoo.com

I am looking for information on Elizabeth Reynolds
(about 1708-1733). I notice you do not have a
husband for her on your site, however; I believe
John DeBorde (1704-1750) to be her husband. Do
you have any information to confirm or disprove
this theory? John did live in Richmond, Virginia,
the same place as Elizabeth. Thank you.

Amanda Zoe
amanda(@sciencekiwis.org
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PO Box 37106 Parnell Auckland New Zealand
1151

I am trying to search and find for my husband (A T
M Reynolds) and his Uncle (D Reynolds) an
ancestor that left New Zealand and seemed to have
disappeared some time ago.

He was E Reynolds and at the time he was the Post
Master for Cambridge in New Zealand.

Any information would be much appreciated.

Many Thanks

Caroline Adams
caroline.adams1234@gmail.com

Seeing if you have any information of Odie Neal
Reynolds family who resided in the historic Synope
plantation in Columbia, LA. Later moved to West
Monroe, LA. My step grandpa is George Reynolds.
He lived most of his life in Morgan City, Houma
and Lafayette LA. I am curious if you have any
information about his family ties. He has 4 sisters
and one brother.

Carol R. Johnson
crj00837@hotmail.com

Francis Roberson (b 1763 in RI, died 1846 in
Greenwich, NY) was my 4th great grandfather,
through his son Barber Roberson. I have been
searching for Francis' parents since the 1970's. I too
believe that he is likely the son of either William
Robinson, b 1736 in Hopkinton, RI (or possibly
William's brother Nathan, b 1742 in Hopkinton,
RI), but I have not found any definitive evidence.
Do you have any proof that Francis is William's
son? Please contact me via my email with any
information that you have. Thank you for any
thoughts or help that you may have on this lineage.
Carol

Howard Donald Reynolds

hdr32010@comcast.net

15342 East Hutchinson Circle, Houston Texas
77071-3328

Any help/clues as to the descendants of Lucius
Sackett Reynolds will be greatly appreciated. I
believe he was born in Greenwich, Fairfield, CT
3/3/1738 and d. 3/2/1815 in Plattsburg, Clinton,
New York. Some researchers want to assign the
Benjamin born ca 1776 in Richmond, Chittendent,
Vermont to Lucius Sackett Reynolds. I do not
believe that Lucius was in Vermont. I think it much
more likely that the Benjamin that was hh on 1820
and 1830 Plattsburg, Clinton, N.Y was Lucius's son.

Pat Ewing Hammond
repehammond(@charter.net
3565 Bluejay Court, Reno, NV 89509

With information received from family tradition and
research from several years ago, I am confident that
my Great Grandfather is descended from John
Reynolds and Anne Holbrook Reynolds--Line 11 as
shown on your Ancestor Lines.

Question: Is it possible to see more of Mary
Reynolds Fosdick's publication? 1 only see the 1st
Generation pages. If it is available, what would be
the cost to do so?

Question #1: Has any more information become
available regarding John Reynolds' parentage? I
came across one source that indicated his family
might have gone from England to Bermuda and
then to America. But that also indicated -- it was a
possibility not substantiated.

Sandra Powers
spat500russell@gmail.com
500 Russell Ave., Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Does anyone have proof of marriage between Ella
Parsell (b. 11 Feb. 1858) and Simeon Reynolds d.
1908? They lived in both Cayuga and Ontario
Counties, NY State. Ella was my mother's
grandmother, but I'm not sure that Simeon was
Ella's husband.

I believe the father of the Benjamin Reynolds b. in
Vermont to be a Gardner as proven by ydna and
autosomal descendants.

Any help appreciated.

thank you
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